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REPORT TO THE BOARD OF BARNSLEY HOSPITAL NHSFT 
(July 2008- Ref: 08/07/P/18) 
 
Subject: REPORT FROM THE AUDIT COMMITTEE CHAIR 
 
Summary  
 

This report summarises the work of the Audit Committee over the last three months 
and highlights key issues to note. 

 

 
Actions requested:  
The Board is asked to receive and note the report. 
 
Business Plan Objectives supported: 
Whilst not direct, financial impacts for a range of business plan objectives are subject to audit 
 
Public and patient involvement:  
Governors are involved via their responsibility for the appointment (and removal) of auditors. 
 
Communication and reputation implications: 
Good audit systems are an effective tool to protect reputation of public sector organisations such 
as ours. 
 
Risk Assessment: 
N/A 
 
Equality and diversity implications: 
N/A 
 
Resource implications 
N/A 
 
 
Author:  Anne Arnold 

Non-Executive Director & Chair of Audit Committee 
Sponsor:  Anne Arnold 
 Non-Executive Director & Chair of Audit Committee 
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1. Introduction or Background 
1.1 This report summarises the work of the Audit Committee over the last three 

months and highlights key issues to note. 

2. Issues 
2.1 Final Accounts 2007/2008 

The Audit Committee reviewed the final accounts for the 2007/2008 in detail.  The 
Committee was able to recommend adoption of the accounts and that they be 
submitted to Monitor and laid before Parliament within the required timescales at 
the Extraordinary Board Meeting held on June 2008.  The accounts were 
accompanied by an unqualified External Audit opinion. 

2.2 External Audit 
The work of the External Auditors is reviewed on an ongoing basis.  A more formal 
review was undertaken at a private meeting (without officers) with the External 
Auditors prior to the last Audit Committee.  This gives the auditors opportunity to 
give a frank view of the Trust’s operations in a more informal setting and outside 
the formal committee structure.  The work of the External Auditors has been very 
satisfactory during the last year. 
The Chair of the Audit Committee and the Director of Finance & Information have 
also attended a meeting of the Governors’ Futures Committee to update them on 
the work of the External Auditors at the mid point in the current audit contract.  The 
report was well received.  The contract has now entered the last year of the current 
arrangements and consideration will be given to the future provision of this service 
in the next few weeks with feedback to both the Board and Governors on future 
provision. 

2.3 Internal Audit 
The Internal Audit service is provided through a consortium arrangement.  The 
quality of the service and the timings of the audits have given concerns to the Audit 
Committee in the last year and the 2008/2009 Audit plan has been approved 
subject to improvements in service delivery.  A formal review of the future of the 
service provision for Barnsley will be undertaken in the autumn with a formal 
decision on the future requirements and provision by December. 
A private meeting is to be held with the Internal Audit service prior to the next Audit 
Committee in August. 

2.4 Standing Orders, Standing Financial Instructions etc 
These documents are currently under review in light of the recent changes to the 
Trust’s management structure.  They are expected to come to the Board for 
approval in the autumn. 

3. Recommendations 
3.1 The Board of Directors is asked to note the work of the Audit Committee and the 

issues raised. 


