
A guide to literature searching on 

NHS Evidence 
 Begin by going to www.evidence.nhs.uk.  

 Then select Journals and Databases 

 Next, add in the other search terms. There may be similar 

terms for these as well which you could also combine with OR. 

 Once you’ve added in the other terms, combine with AND. 

 You will end up with a much smaller, targeted amount of      

articles, in this case 9.  

 When scrolling through your results, not all will be available as 

full text online. For those which are not, send details of the  

article to the library and we can source it for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Full text available 

No Full text available– Contact the library 

For further assistance: 

 Email us: barnsleylibrary@nhs.net 

 Visit us: Ground Floor of Education Centre 



 Click on Begin a 

Search in the 

Healthcare     

database        

advanced search 

(HDAS) box 

 On the next 

page, select Log 

in for all         

databases. If 

you haven’t got an NHS Athens account, please contact the     

library.  

 Below is the searching homepage. If you enter a search term, 

you will receive too many results, therefore it is recommended 

to ‘build’ a search. 

 You will also need to select your database. It is recommended to 

use Medline for Medical searches and CINAHL for Nursing 

searches. You are able to rerun searches in other databases at 

the end if you didn’t get many results. 

 As an example, let’s say you wanted to find some                

information on whether ibuprofen or paracetamol  is better 

at reducing fever in children 

 It’s sometimes useful to use PICO (Population, Intervention, 

Comparison, Outcome) to identify search concepts. In this 

case they are:  

  P: Children   I: ibuprofen    

  C: Paracetamol   O: Reducing Fever 

 Then we start searching for the terms seperately. It is        

possible to search for any possible end with * e.g. prevent* 

would search prevention, preventative, and preventable. In 

the case child* would also search children. 

 You can also search for similar words and combine them 

with OR. For example:  

 

          


