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	SPECIMEN
	INVESTIGATION
	Container
	Expected turn around time

(90% completed)


	COMMENTS / KEY FACTORS
	TEST PERFORMED AT

	Blood culture
	Culture & sensitivity
	2 bottle set (adult) 1 bottle (paediatric) available from laboratory
	7 days (for negative) Positive cultures are phoned ASAP.

10 days extended culture for certain clinical conditions
	If possible take cultures before antibiotic therapy commences
	In-house

	CSF
	Microscopy Culture & sensitivity
	Sterile universal container
	Microscopy telephoned ASAP and in ICE within 1 day, Culture 3 days
	 
	In-house

	CSF
	Bacterial and Viral PCR
	Sterile universal container
	8 days
	A viral throat swab and faeces sample may also be useful
	Referral Lab ( Micropathology or Sheffield Virology)

	Corneal scrapings
	MicroscopyCulture & sensitivity

 

 

 

 

Acanthamoeba PCR
	Inoculate directly onto agar plates and slides ( collect from laboratory)

 

Send contact lens + container
	5 days

 

 

 

7 days
	If suspecting Acanthamoeba , sending the contact lens container and solution is essential
	In house microscopy & culture

 

 Acanthamoeba to London School of hygiene

	Faeces
	Culture & sensitivity
	Universal container with spoon(blue top)
	4 days
	 
	In-house

	Faeces
	Detection of Rotavirus & Adenovirus
	Universal container with spoon
(blue top
	1 day
	 
	In-house

	Faeces
	Detection of Clostridium difficile toxin antigen ( GDH)(Toxin test only performed if GDH pos)
	Universal container with spoon
(blue top)
	GDH 1 day Toxin 2 days

C.difficile ribotyping)
	Samples which are solid or formed and do not take the shape of the container will not be tested.

Please ensure a representative sample is sent. Specimen containers must be at least ¼ full. Repeat tests will not be performed if tested negative within 7 days, or positive within 1 month.
	In-house

C.difficile Ribotyping – leeds

	Faeces
	Viral PCR
	Universal container with spoon(blue top)
	8 days
	 
	Sheffield Virology

	Faeces
	Norovirus
	Universal container with spoon(blue top)
	2 days

(can be performed urgently same day)
	 
	In-House

	Faeces
	Microscopy for Ova, Cysts & Parasites 

 

Threadworm investigations
	Universal container with spoon(blue top) 

 

Sellotape slide or perianal swab for threadworm
	5 days 

 

 5 days
	 
	In-house

	Faeces
	Helicobacter Antigen
	Universal container with spoon(blue top)


	 5 days
	 
	Rotherham lab

	Genital swab
	Microscopy culture & Sensitivity

GBS screen ( if pregnant)
TV microscopy and culture
	Swab in transport media
	 4 days

Extended culture 10 days for Actinomycetes
	Send to the laboratory as soon as possible If gonorrhoea is suspected
	In-house

	Genital swab
	Chlamydia (CT) and Neisseria gonorrhoeae (GC)
	Specific Aptima swab for Chlamydia or first catch urine
	4 days
	 All samples will be tested for both CT and GC 
	Rotherham lab

	Joint/synovial fluid
	Culture & Sensitivity
	Sterile universal container
	4 days

Microscopy 1 day
	
	In-house

	IUCD
	Culture & Sensitivity
	Sterile universal container
	10 days
	Cultured for Actinomyces spp.
	In-house

	IV Catheter/line tips
	Culture & Sensitivity
	Sterile universal container
	4 days
	 
	In-house

	MRSA and MSSA screen swabs
	MRSA/MSSA culture only
	Swab in transport media
	2 days
	 
	In-house

	Mycology – Hair, Nail & Skin scrapes
	Fungal culture
	Dermapak or sterile universal container
	23 days
	A provisional microscopy is usually available within 3 days
	Rotherham lab

	Pleural Fluid Ascitic fluid
	Culture & sensitivity
	Sterile universal container
	4 days
	 
	In-house for ascitic fluid , Rotherham  Pleural fluid

	Pus/aspirate
	Culture & sensitivity
	Sterile universal container
	4 and 10 days
	 
	In-house

	Sputum and Bronchial Alveolar lavage
	Culture & Sensitivity
	Sterile universal container
	4-7 days

 

BAL 7 days
	 
	Rotherham lab

	Sputum
	TB culture
	Sterile universal container
	50 days (for negative)Positives phoned ASAP, AAFB smear results available within 2 days
	Ideally send 3 consecutive early morning specimens Positive smears and cultures phoned ASAP
	Rotherham lab

	Swab – Ear
	Culture & sensitivity
	Fine wire or ordinary swab in transport media
	4 days
	 
	In-house

	Swabs

 Eye, Nose, Throat, Skin
	Culture & sensitivity
	Swab in transport media
	4 days
	 
	In-house

	Swab – Pernasal
	Pertussis culture
	Fine wire naso-pharyngeal swab in transport media

(collect from lab)
	7 days
	 
	In-house

	Swab – Pus, Wound, Ulcer
	Culture & Sensitivity
	Swab in transport media
	4 days
	 
	In-house

	Swabs – screening for CPE,VRE, Cipro resistance and C.auris
	Culture & Sensitivity
	Swab in transport media
	3 days
	 
	In-house

	Tissue and bone
	Culture & sensitivity
	Sterile universal container – must not contain formalin.

Container with beads to be used for samples taken in theatre
	21 days
	 
	In-house

	Urine
	Culture & sensitivity
	Sterile universal container 
( ideally Boric acid red topped container)

or Sarsdet Monovette tube
	Screen negative results - 1 day

3 days for culture
	If in white topped container please transport to the laboratory within 4 hours

Fill red topped boric acid universals at least half full.

Monovette tubes must be filled to the fill line
	In-house

	
	Legionella and pneumococcal urinary antigen
	Sterile universal container
	1 day
	
	In-house
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