Do you want to

LOSE WEIGHT?
We’re here to help you...
And it’s FREE to join and attend

We can help you make
lifestyle changes that
can last!
• Relaxed and fun sessions
• Suitable for men and women
aged 18 years and over
• Suitable for people with a
BMI over 30
(Not sure of your BMI? Give us a call,
we’ll help)

Where are the
sessions?
• St Andrews, HOYLAND
• Central Library, BARNSLEY
• Priory Campus, LUNDWOOD
• Village Hall, MAPPLEWELL
PLUS the DEARNE and PENISTONE areas
Contact us for details of days and times
NEW SESSIONS IN OTHER AREAS STARTING SOON!
barnsley

For more information, contact us now
01226 737060 or speak to your GP
or Practice Nurse
or visit our website www.change4lifebarnsley.co.uk

Stephen Wragg
Chairman
steve.wragg@nhs.net

Welcome to
Barnsley
Hospital
News
A belated Happy New Year to you
all. It’s great to start 2013 with
good news and there’s plenty of
it at Barnsley Hospital.
Not least is the arrival of a second CT
scanner in our imaging department
which will enable us to see patients
more quickly than before.
The scanner has been made possible
thanks to a legacy of £600,000 left to us
by Ted and Mary Tasker – and we
cannot express our gratitude enough.
Bequests to the hospital are always
appreciated as they enable us to make
significant extra improvements to
patient care.
You can read more about Ted and
Mary’s story on pages 6 & 7 but suffice
to say, it’s a lovely story about a lovely
couple whose generosity will benefit

hundreds of Barnsley patients now and
in years to come.
Good news also comes in the form of
innovation at Barnsley Hospital and we
focus in this issue of Barnsley Hospital
News on our pharmacy department
where great things are happening to
make improvements, above all to
patients’ experience of our services.
Staff in the out-patients pharmacy have
got a new colleague in the shape of a
robot. Yes, a robot! This great addition is
revolutionising the dispensing of
medications, saving valuable time for
both staff and patients – read more about
our robotic friend on pages 8 & 9.
And a new pharmacy-led clinic is
making life easier for patients with
stomach conditions who no longer have
to attend weekly out-patient clinics.
Instead they are being monitored on their

medication by our pharmacy experts who
are just a phone call away should patients
need them.
As you’ll also see on pages 8 & 9, the
new service is proving very popular with
the patients involved and has great
potential for the future.
At the same time as looking to make
improvements to patient care, we have a
constant eye on how we operate as an
organisation. This includes ensuring we
run as efficiently as possible in terms of
our energy consumption which costs
money but also has an impact on our
environment.
On page 5, you can find out how we
plan to reduce our carbon footprint
which will yes, benefit our bottom line,
but more importantly contribute to
improving the environment for all those
connected to Barnsley Hospital.
Steve

Contacting the hospital
Switchboard 01226 730000
Appointments 01226 434343
Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) 01226 432430

Useful numbers
Out of hours GP service 03332 00 5274
Information on GPs and dentists 01226 327176
Stop Smoking Service 01226 737077
Barnsley Change 4 Life Weight Management 01226 737060
Governors’ Office Barnsley 01226 435000
Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Got a story
Ring 01226 432301 or
email communications.barnsley@nhs.net
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HEART
awards 2013
A date has been set for this
year’s much anticipated staff
HEART awards. The awards
will once again be compered
by Look North’s Harry
Gration and take place at the
Holiday Inn, Dodworth on
Friday 14th June.
Sponsorship opportunities
are currently available.
To get involved contact
01226 434514.

NHS
Change Day
NHS Change Day aims to
mobilise 65,000 NHS staff to
take action voluntarily on
13th March, 2013 that will
improve patient care, spread
good practice and be
innovative, creating a
movement that will lead to
further NHS Change Days.
Anyone working in the
NHS can commit to making
something better that will
have a positive impact on
patient care or public
awareness on NHS Change
Day.
Barnsley Hospital will be
capturing staff pledges for
its very own Change Day
pledge wall.

Hospital
signage
feedback
Thank you to the patients
who recently attended a
focus group about improving
signage in the hospital.
With their help the
hospital will aim to make
improvements including
simplifying current signage
and better colour coding.
The patients will continue
to work with the hospital
until new and improved
signage is implemented.

Shortlisted for Maternity
Services of the Year
active birth sessions, out of
hours clinics for working
women, offering flu vaccines
in antenatal clinics, an
exercise referral scheme to
Barnsley Premier Leisure
and a Hypno birthing
service.
Sue continues, “We
constantly strive to give all
women in Barnsley the
support and services they
need to have a healthy
pregnancy and birth.
“Despite not winning the
prize, being shortlisted is a
great tribute to all our hard
working staff who go that
extra mile to ensure that
women and their families
have the best experience
possible while under our
care.”

Congratulations to all
the Barnsley Hospital
staff who work in, or
support our maternity
services who celebrated
being shortlisted for a
prestigious Royal College
of Midwives (RCM)
Award earlier this year.
Shortlisted for the
category of ‘Maternity
Services of the Year’ the
hospital found itself up
against two other Trusts
from the UK.
Sue Gibson, Head of
Midwifery at Barnsley
Hospital said: “It is a real
honour to have been
shortlisted for the title of the
best maternity services in
the country this year.”

Sue Gibson, Head of Midwifery

Midwifery services in
Barnsley have a higher than
average normal delivery rate
thanks to the range of
innovative services offered
to women thinking about
having a baby, during
pregnancy and while in
labour.
These include drop-in

Introducing the friends and family test
We want to ensure that you
have the best possible
experience and care at
Barnsley Hospital.
The Friends and Family
Test is one way of gathering
your feedback about this
experience and helping to
make improvements in
hospital services.
When you receive care as
an inpatient or in Accident
and Emergency (A&E)

department you will be
invited to feedback by
answering a simple
question about your
experience.
When you are
discharged, or within the
48 hours that follow, you
will be asked: “How likely
are you to recommend our
ward/A&E department to
friends and family if they
needed similar treatment?”

You can respond by
choosing one of six options
ranging from ‘extremely
likely’ to ‘extremely
unlikely’.
It is very important that
you tell us why you gave
that answer so that we
understand how we can
make things better, so
please answer any follow
up questions.

Patients rate hospital’s A&E
The findings from the
Accident and Emergency
Department survey 2012
for Barnsley Hospital
were published earlier
this year.
The survey asked adults
who had been recently
treated in the department
what they thought about the
care and treatment they
experienced during their
visit.
The hospital scored ‘about
the same’ as 65 other trusts
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featured in the survey on
nearly all questions relating
to arriving at the
department, care and
treatment, staff involved in
care and treatment and
leaving the hospital.
Areas where the
department rated
significantly better than
average were:
 waiting times and overall
time of stay in the
department
 Doctors and nurses taking

the time to discuss
medical problems with
patients – talking to them,
not about them
 Doctors and nurses
explaining test results to
patients
 the cleanliness of the
department
More details and the
results of the inpatient
survey are available on the
CQC website
www.cqc.org.uk/
surveys/accidentemergency
www.barnsleyhospital.nhs.uk

‘

This is a major investment
by the hospital and will
have a significant impact in
reducing our energy costs
and carbon footprint.

Mohammed Sajard
Energy and
Sustainability
manager

’

Hospital committed to reducing carbon footprint

Energy matters
Barnsley Hospital is on a
mission to cut its energy
consumption to help protect the
environment and save money.
The hospital plans to reduce its
carbon footprint by 10 per cent by
2015. It is determined to reach the
target and has appointed Mohammed
Sajard to oversee and implement
energy efficiency measures.
In the newly-created role of energy
and sustainability manager,
Mohammed is well-placed to help
Barnsley deliver on ‘green’ issues.
He has a wealth of experience in
environmental consultancy, having
worked for a range of government
departments and private sector clients.
He also has in-depth knowledge of
alternative energies including wind,
biomass and solar.
“Energy costs are rising and it’s
important that we look to reduce those
costs,” said Mohammed, a Chartered
Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Energy Manager and Member of the
Energy Institute.
“But equally, it’s important we
protect the environment in which we
live and work. Barnsley needs to play
its part by reducing our carbon
footprint so we are looking at ways to
improve energy efficiency and
sustainability.”
A key measure is the installation in
the coming months of a new combined
heat and power plant which will run on
gas and also generate the majority of
the hospital’s electricity supply.
Mohammed said, “This is a major
investment by the hospital and will
have a significant impact in reducing
our energy costs and carbon
footprint.”
Other areas for attention include
how much travel (carbon emissions) is
carried out by hospital staff and from
where the hospital sources supplies.
“Where appropriate, we want to use
local suppliers because they will travel

shorter distances, and we’re also
looking at optimising deliveries as
another way of cutting down on travel
and therefore emissions,” said
Mohammed.
Like other hospitals, Barnsley has to
meet the government’s Carbon
Reduction Commitment – effectively a
tax on its carbon emissions. This
stands at £12 per tonne of carbon
emissions and last year cost the
hospital £108,000. This is expected to
rise to £16 per tonne in 2014.
“The incentives are there to get this
‘tax bill’ down and we need every
member of staff to do their bit in being
energy efficient as they go about their
work,” added Mohammed.
To this end, an online training
package is being introduced together
with a website to help support hospital
staff in performing good ‘green’
practices to improve energy efficiency
and help embed a culture of
sustainability.
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Former radiographers £600,000 bequest buys new CT scanner

Fitting tribute to Ted and M
Hundreds of patients are set to
benefit from a huge legacy left
to Barnsley Hospital by a local
couple.
Ted and Mary Tasker’s £600,000
bequest has been used to buy a second
CT scanner for the hospital’s imaging
department.
The legacy follows Mary’s death in
March 2011, aged 93. Ted was 79 when
he died in 1989, and the couple
married in 1942.
Since the bequest came to light, a
few coincidences have emerged that
make the hospital’s choice of a scanner
a fitting tribute to Ted and Mary.
Ted served in the Medical Corps in
the Second World War as a
radiographer – a person who operates
X-ray machines. After the war, he
opened a photographic shop – ‘E G

Taskers’ – in New Street, Barnsley, in
1948, a business he ran for nearly 25
years.
Ted was a passionate photographer
and among his work was a detailed
history of Barnsley and its buildings –
a collection which lives on today
thanks to his wife, Mary, who
established the Ted Tasker
Photographic Trust, a charity which
works to preserve Ted’s archive of
thousands of photographs.
A ‘blue plaque’ occupies the site of
Ted’s New Street shop, now part of the
Mall Alhambra shopping centre, to
formally recognise his photographic
work. Ted was also awarded the MBE
for his service as a magistrate and local
historian.
The remarkable story of the Taskers
has been revealed by longstanding
family friend and trustee Raymond

Walker. He said, “Ted and Mary were a
wonderful couple and this legacy to
Barnsley Hospital says such a lot about
them and it’s so fitting that their
money has been used to buy a
scanner.
“Ted was a very accomplished
photographer and I was lucky to have
known him and Mary. She was
determined to set up the Trust to make
sure Ted’s work lived on for everyone.”
Raymond, 76, knew the Taskers from
being a young man and spent 23 years
working for Ted in his photographic
shop before taking the business over
for 17 years until 1989 when the shop
was compulsorily purchased.
Raymond said, “Mary was an
independent woman who used to be a
music teacher and then ran a chain of
men’s outfitters on the outskirts of
Barnsley.”

Inset: Family friend and trustee Raymond Walker
cuts the ribbon to officially open the new CT
scanning suite alongside Steve Wragg, chairman.
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www.barnsleyhospital.nhs.uk

ary

A gift in a will is really the
ultimate thank you to staff
here at the hospital who work
tirelessly to ensure the very
best care is given to all
patients.
Obviously loved ones must
come first, but if the time is ever

The new CT scanner is now in place
at Barnsley Hospital and an official
opening ceremony revealed the
special plaque mounted next to the
scanner acknowledging the Tasker’s
bequest.
Stewart Yates, the hospital’s clinical
director for radiology, said, “We’re very
grateful to Ted and Mary for their
legacy, which will make such a
difference to our imaging department.
A second CT scanner will enable us to
see and treat patients much sooner
than has been previously possible.”
“We can’t thank Ted and Mary
enough for their support for Barnsley
Hospital and its patients.”

‘

right for you to consider leaving
a gift in your will, please
remember Barnsley Hospital

Charity. Your gift will make a
very real difference for our local
community, both now and in
the future.
If you would like more
information please contact
Katie Cartwright, Fundraising
Manager, on 01226 432307.

We can’t thank Ted and Mary enough
for their support for Barnsley
Hospital and its patients.

’

Stewart Yates, clinical director for radiology
Cheapside.
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Photographs of
Old Barnsley by
gracious
permission of
the Tasker Trust.

Bottom of Market Hill, with Peel Square to the left.
Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
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Patients reap benefits of pioneering p

Innovative Barn
Mum-of-two Katie Wallis is
on a new medication to
treat the symptoms of
Crohn’s Disease – a longterm condition affecting the
digestive system.

Pharmacist Gillian Smith, Consultant Gastroenterologist Kapil Kapur
and Pharmacist Fernando Garcia Fuertes.

Katie, 35, was diagnosed at
Barnsley Hospital seven years
ago after losing weight and
feeling very lethargic.
“It was quite a shock but my
GP referred me straight away so
it helped to get an early
diagnosis,” says Katie, who lives
in Staincross and works at
Barnsley Register Office.
It’s early days, but the new
medication prescribed for Katie
by specialists at Barnsley
Hospital – coupled with another
prescribed drug she takes – is
showing good signs of keeping
her symptoms at bay.
Crohn’s Disease causes

inflammation of the lining of the
digestive system. Symptoms
include abdominal pain, fatigue,
weight loss and diarrhoea.
About 90,000 people in the UK
have Crohn’s Disease.
Innovative developments at
Barnsley Hospital mean Katie’s
progress on her medication is
being monitored by its
pharmacy team, relieving
pressure on out-patient clinics
run by gastroenterologists.
The move is also delivering
benefits for patients like Katie
who no longer have to attend
out-patients, often on a weekly
basis. Help and support for
them is just a phone call away.
The new pharmacy-led clinic
is currently monitoring 25
patients who have stomach
conditions; some are liver
patients. Instead of attending

Automation helps improve patient safety and cuts waiting times

Hospital pharmacy welcom
Pharmacy staff at Barnsley
Hospital have a new colleague on
board – a robot!
Situated in the new out-patients
dispensary, the ‘Rowa Smart Unit’
stores some 8,000 (different
medications) packs of medication.
Equipped with a picking arm, it
responds to a prescription request,
locates the correct medicine and
dispenses it, ready for collection by
pharmacy staff.
The introduction of the automated
system means Barnsley’s out-patients
pharmacy is able to operate more
efficiently, delivering significant
improvements for patients.
Chief pharmacist Mike Smith says,
“We’re very aware of how it feels for
patients who have to wait for their
medication when they come into the
out-patients pharmacy.
8 – March 2013 BARNSLEYHOSPITALnews

The new pharmacy robot.

“We had the opportunity to explore
using automation and its benefits and
advantages as part of the relocation of
the pharmacy to the out-patients
department at the front of the
hospital.”

And there are plenty of benefits and
advantages. “It’s a faster and safer
system for patients,” explains Mike.
“Because it’s automated, it reduces the
opportunity for dispensing errors and
its saves a lot of time – staff don’t have
www.barnsleyhospital.nhs.uk

harmacy-led service

sley

‘

And I really like
the fact that I can
ring straight
through to Gillian
or Fernando at
any time and talk
things through. It’s
a great service!

’

out-patients to have regular blood
tests, which can be time-consuming,
they give blood at their local GP
practice.
Through this route, their blood is still

tested at the hospital but their
medication is monitored by the
pharmacy team. Lead pharmacist
Gillian Smith explains, “The
medication for these patients needs
very careful monitoring. As
pharmacists, we know what dosage is
needed, how to make adjustments to
that dosage and so how to monitor
patients.
“We initially see patients about their
medication and then follow them up
on the phone and keep in touch with
them. Patients can keep in direct
contact with us too – we’re at the end of
the phone whenever they need us.”
Pharmacist Fernando Garcia Fuertes
is also monitoring patients in the new
pharmacy-led clinic. “This is about
being as flexible as we can and making
the clinic work for the patients,” he
said. “Feedback so far shows patients
are happy with the new system.”
Consultant gastroenterologist Kapil

Kapur worked with the pharmacy team
on developing the new clinic. He said,
“This way of monitoring and
supporting patients is timesaving for
everyone and relieves pressure on
valuable out-patient slots.
“We know patients are being safely
monitored, and patients are very
pleased to have the open access to the
pharmacists when they need it.”
Through choice, Katie – whose
daughters are six-year-old Charlotte
and Emily, three – still attends Barnsley
Hospital to give blood once a week.
“It suits me because I can nip to the
hospital after dropping off Emily at
nursery. The pharmacy gets my results
straight away – they’ve even rung me
on my way home from hospital to talk
to me about them.
“And I really like the fact that I can
ring straight through to Gillian or
Fernando at any time and talk things
through. It’s a great service!”

es new ‘recruit’
to manually locate medicines – the
robotic unit does that.”
Given the number of items it stores,
the robot is considerable in size – it
stands floor to ceiling, is about 20ft
long and 6ft wide. And while it holds
most medications,
some are not
appropriate –
for example,
large, bulky
items and
liquids.
Mike adds,

Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

“Improving the service for patients has
been driving this development and
staff are excited about the arrival of
automation in the out-patients
pharmacy because of the difference it
is making to the patient experience.”
Barnsley is now considering further
investment in ‘robots’ to deliver
improvements to the hospital’s inpatient pharmacy service.
Pharmacy technician,
Rachel Hinchcliffe
using the robot.
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STOP
SMOKING
…and treat the ones you love with the money you save

FREE 4 WEEKS NRT* & GYM MEMBERSHIP*
To make an appointment call today on 01226 737077
Quit Shop Eldon Street in Barnsley Town Centre
Pop in to make an appointment, Eldon Street Shop: Monday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm
Tuesday and Wednesday 9.30am - 7.00pm Saturday 9.30am - 1.00pm

www.stopsmokingbarnsley.nhs.uk
Make this your last…
1 – –November
2011
BARNSLEYHOSPITAL
news
10
March 2013
BARNSLEYHOSPITAL
news

Find us on facebook
*Terms and conditions apply. Call the service for more information.

www.barnsleyhospital.nhs.uk
www.barnsleyhospital.nhs.uk

Barnsley Hospital
plays leading role
in reducing the
risk of stroke
Dr Albazzaz & Sister Kate Gamble.

Thanks to a Barnsley Hospital’s
research team a new
groundbreaking drug is now
available to combat stroke.
The new lifesaving pill, Eliquis
(Apixaban), has recently been approved
by the European Medicines Agency and
can now be used for patients with an
irregular heartbeat to prevent a stroke.
Eliquis is a much sought-after addition
to drugs Warfarin and Aspirin, available
since the 1960s.
Barnsley Hospital’s Consultant Stroke
Physician, Dr Albazzaz and Sister
Gamble from the research &
development team have been involved

in two landmark studies over the last
five years that have been successful in
bringing this medicine to patients.
Dr Albazzaz said, “It’s great that our
commitment to research and
development has helped to provide a
new medicine to reduce the risk of
stroke for many patients.
“Eliquis thins the blood like
traditional stroke medication however
patients can benefit from not having to
undergo routine blood tests and their
diets do not need to be restricted whilst
using it.”
Barnsley Hospital recruited the
second highest number of patients in

the UK to the study that resulted in the
new pill being licensed.

Act FASTer campaign
Barnsley’s team of stroke experts
will be encouraging people across
the borough to think FASTer this
March.
Experts will be visiting colleges,
schools and shopping centres in
Barnsley as part of a campaign to
raise the awareness that people
suffering with the stroke symptoms
– Face Arm Speech Time – need to
get to the emergency room as
quickly as possible.

Shadow
Health
Secretary
visits
hospital
Andy Burnham, the
Shadow Secretary of State
for Health visited
Barnsley Hospital in
December to talk to
patients and staff.
He visited the antenatal
ward and elderly care
ward before speaking to
staff members in a short
workshop with local MP,
Dan Jarvis.
He praised the
‘tremendous’ work and
Andy Burnham, Shadow Secretary of State for Health and Dan Jarvis, MP good reputation of the
with midwives from the antenatal ward. hospital.
Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
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Baby Friendly
Stage 3
accreditation
The hospital, along with
community partners is pleased
to announce achieving full
Baby Friendly Stage 3
accreditation. This
demonstrates how healthcare
professionals successfully
support breastfeeding mothers
in Barnsley.

Barnsley
Critical Care
Support group
A Barnsley Critical Care
Support group has recently
been set up for ex-ITU patients
to meet on a monthly basis.
The group provide each other
with support following what is
a traumatic experience.
For more information or to
join the group contact the
Intensive Care Unit’s Lead
Nurse on 01226 432744.

Governors
changes
It is extremely sad news to
have to report the death of
both Denis Gent, who was a
public governor for
constituency E and the
hospital’s volunteers’ governor
Joyce Rhodes, who had
volunteered at the trust since
2000. Both will be very much
missed by all who knew them.
We would like to thank
Michael Dunlavey, Keith
Hinchliffe, Sharon Hodgson,
Jill Marshall and Professor
Nigel Bax, who have stepped
down as governors, for your
hard work and wish you well.
And we welcome our new
governors Tony Conway, Tony
Grierson, Jordan Ramsey and
Nathan Woodcock.

Profile – Clinical Directors
Martin Wickham Clinical Director – Specialist Surgery
A consultant ear, nose and throat
(ENT) surgeon, Martin has worked at
Barnsley Hospital for 21 years.
He’s one of three ENT surgeons at the
hospital who between them treat more
than 6,000 new patients a year – almost
half of them children.
“I always wanted to be a surgeon and in
the early part of my career I did work in
other specialties,” says Martin, 59. “But the
great attraction of ENT was the variety of
procedures, it can be anything from a
delicate operation in the middle ear to
more substantial surgery such as that on
thyroids.”
Martin worked as a registrar in ENT in
Leicester and then as a senior registrar in
Sheffield before arriving in Barnsley as a
consultant. He specialises in thyroid and
salivary gland surgery.
Martin also wears many other hats as a
senior figure within Barnsley Hospital. He
is the lead cancer clinician and lead head
and neck clinician for Barnsley as well as a
core member of two Sheffield-based multidisciplinary teams – one for head and
neck, the other for thyroid.
“This is where a team of clinicians come
together to discuss a patient’s case and
together work out what care or treatment
will give the best outcome for the patient,”
explains Martin.
As Clinical Director for Specialist Surgery
at Barnsley, Martin is responsible for not
only ENT, but also Opthalmology, Oral and
Maxillofacial (mouth, jaws, face and
neck) and Audiology, ensuring
each department’s objectives
are met.
“My role is to facilitate
the achievement of each of
the departments,” says
Martin. “That means
working with the staff in
each department to
plan what they want to
achieve, which
includes various
targets, goals and
aims.”
As well as
meeting
targets, Martin
is focused on
looking at the
outcomes for
patients of certain
surgical procedures as
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more information becomes available to
patients about individual surgeons’ ability
and performance.
He is also addressing the issue of followup. “Following up patients once you have
treated them is very important. We have
9,000 follow up patients in ENT alone. We
have to think about whether patients need
to be followed up and if so, for how long
and how that improves the patient journey
and outcome.”
Martin started his career as a junior
doctor, and now, as an educational
supervisor at Barnsley, teaches medical
students following in his footsteps. “We
play our part in the South Yorkshire
training scheme,” says Martin. “Barnsley is
a lovely, friendly hospital to work in – there
are a lot of dedicated people who help to
make it that way.”

Martin Wickham

www.barnsleyhospital.nhs.uk
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Dr Dominic Chan-Lam Clinical Director – Pathology

BRIEF

Dr Dominic Chan-Lam is a consultant
haematologist and has worked at
Barnsley Hospital since 1996.

Thank you
to BFC

He graduated in medicine from Glasgow
University in 1984 and worked in the
Scottish city for seven years as a house
officer, senior house officer, registrar and
transplant registrar.
In 1991, Dominic moved to Derriford
Hospital, Plymouth, as a senior registrar in
haematology where he worked for more
than two years before switching to Bristol
Royal Infirmary and Southmead Hospital
which included time in its kidney
transplant centre.
“Being a haematologist is quite a
varied job,” says Dominic, a
member of the Royal College of
Pathologists. “There are lots of
clinical aspects including the
treatment of blood cancers.”
Dominic was appointed
Barnsley’s clinical director
for medicine in 2001 – a
role he performed for five
years. He then became
lead for pathology and
is now more formally
Clinical Director for
Pathology – a
significant department
in the day-to-day
running of the hospital.
Barnsley’s pathology
department is in fact a joint
service with Rotherham
Hospital: Barnsley conducts all its and
Rotherham’s routine work, while
Rotherham looks after the specialist work
from both hospitals.
Dominic heads a team of haematologists,
microbiologists, histopathologists and
technical staff who work in Barnsley’s
laboratories, turning round results on blood
and tissue samples sent to them by both
hospital-based clinicians and GPs.
Turnaround times for results include one
hour for Accident and Emergency and five
days for urgent cancer cases. “We have
targets to meet but at the same time we
have to maintain standards set by
regulators and the quality of our work,”
explains Dominic.
The pathology service is equipped with
state-of-the-art technology which includes
the electronic reporting of results to GPs,
resulting in a quicker and more efficient
service for patients.

Barnsley Football Club
made their annual visit to
the children’s ward in
December. Players and
management from the club
took time out of their busy
footballing schedule to visit
children and their families
and to donate a new TV
and hand held DVD players
to the department.
Thank you.

Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Singers and
organist
sought

Dr Dominic Chan-Lam

‘

Barnsley Hospital, by
popular demand, has
started up a choir. The
choir is open to all staff,
volunteers and friends who
would like to join in. Music
and songs will be of all
types and tastes.
The choir is also looking
for an organ player to join
in.
If you are interested in
playing or singing in the
hospital choir please
contact Father Peter on
01226 43 2725

We have targets
to meet but at
the same time we
have to maintain
standards…

’

Dominic adds, “The challenge now is for
us to take the service forward and ensure it
is managed as effectively as possible across
Barnsley and Rotherham for the benefit of
patients.”

Father Peter at the organ.
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Improving care for stroke patients
in South Yorkshire
A unique project conducted by
researchers from the University of
Sheffield, Sheffield Teaching
Hospitals and the Collaboration
for Leadership in Applied Health
Research and Care for South
Yorkshire (CLAHRC SY)
investigated ways to improve care
for stroke patients across South
Yorkshire.
Stroke survivors, relatives, carers and
hospital staff from Barnsley Hospital
were interviewed as part of the project.
Findings from the Improving Stroke
Unit Quality Project highlighted the
desperate need for stroke to be treated
as a medical emergency, just like heart
attacks, and for more comprehensive
education to raise awareness about the
signs of stroke.
Barbara Rosario, Consultant
Geriatrician at Sheffield Teaching
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, said,
“Remarkable improvements can be
seen in those people who have a stroke
and receive a treatment to unblock
their arteries. However the key to
success is starting the treatment as

a significant role in shaping stroke
early as possible and it is essential that
services for the future. The researchers
people call an ambulance at the first
are now working closely with some of
signs of stroke, such as face, arm or leg
the stroke units involved to develop
weakness or speech difficulty.”
ways to improve aspects of care in line
The results also demonstrated that
with the priorities that have been
many staff were very proud of the
identified.
service they provided and many
patients and carers praised
the good quality of care they
received. However, a
number of areas which
would benefit from
improvement were
identified including:
improved communication
between staff and patients,
and staff and other staff,
improved psychological
support, more rehabilitation
to meet individual needs,
more stroke specific
community services to
enable timely discharge and
more support for carers
from staff.
The project, which was
funded by Sheffield
Hospitals Charitable Fund
via the CLAHRC SY, will play
Patient’s relatives and carers give feedback on stroke care.

Maternity services to benefit from £748k
Barnsley Hospital has been
awarded £748,482 funding from
the Department of Health to
improve facilities on the
maternity unit.
The successful bid will allow the
layout of the labour suite to be
radically transformed, set to
improve the birthing experiences
of women, their partners and their
babies.
Improvements that will be made
will include:
 3 birthing pools
 7 delivery suites with en suite
facilities
 A dedicated bereavement suite
 An overnight room for partners
to stay for emotional and
physical support
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Chief Nurse Heather Mcnair said,
“We are very pleased to have been
awarded the full amount of
funding available to us – Sue
Gibson, the hospital’s head of
midwifery and all her team worked
extremely hard on the bid to
ensure that Barnsley families
could have the best birthing
experience possible.
“The improvement to the labour
suite will help bring the birthing
environment up to the very high
standard of clinical care that our
ladies already receive from our
midwives on the maternity unit.
“The dedicated bereavement
suite will also be a welcome
addition, offering women and
families support and privacy after
the tragic loss of a baby.”

www.barnsleyhospital.nhs.uk

Am I entitled to
make a claim for
a slip, trip or fall
accident?

If you have suffered an injury caused by falling in a public place, or due to someone else’s
negligence, you may be entitled to make a claim for compensation for your injury.

gm wilson
SOLICITORS

01226

794140
www.gmwilson.co.uk

4 Great Cliffe Court, Great Cliffe Road, Dodworth S75 3SP

ONE MINUTE FROM JUNCTION 37 OF THE M1 WITH FREE PARKING

Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

Also at 1 Crown Court, Wakefield WF1 2SU. 01924 291111
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Building
work update
Our building works to transform
the front of the building
surrounding the Accident and
Emergency department and
Physiotherapy have been moving
on at a rapid pace and earlier
this year our Chairman, Stephen
Wragg, got the demolition
underway.
This stage of the building work
does mean an increased amout
of noise in and around the A&E
area. Thank you to all our staff,
patients and visitors for bearing
with us during this time while we
make these important changes to
the building.
The results will mean better
patient experience and care.
Chairman Stephen Wragg
begins the demolition.

Zombie run provides support to charity
Earlier this month Barnsley’s
Worsbrough Mill & Country Park
was taken over by the living dead,
but it was all for a good cause.
The Barnsley based
production company,
SafeHouse Pictures UK, were
on location filming the
Barnsley Zombie Run
promotional video in
support of the Barnsley
Hospital Charity.
Katie Cartwright,
Fundraising Manager at
Barnsley Hospital
Charity, said, “We are
overwhelmed at the
level of support that
SafeHouse Pictures UK
have shown to Barnsley
Hospital Charity. We
approached them on the
off chance that they may

‘

We are
overwhelmed at
the level of
support that
SafeHouse
Pictures UK have
shown to
Barnsley
Hospital
Charity

Katie Cartwright,
Fundraising Manager

’

be able to advise us on how to put a
film together and never even dreamt
that they would commit on the level
they have.”
Nicola Morter, a producer at
SafeHouse Pictures UK, said, “It’s great
to have an opportunity to help out like
this and actively make a difference in
our community. The Barnsley Hospital
Charity is amazing, it has provided
funding that has helped buy
equipment for premature babies as
well as tools to help patients suffering
from dementia.”
Barnsley Hospital Charity’s much
anticipated first mass participation
event, the Barnsley Zombie Run, will
take place at Worsbrough Mill &
Country Park on 19th October 2013.
For more information, or to take part
in the run, visit
www.facebook.com/ZombieRunUK
and save lives by running for yours!
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