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Hello and welcome to the Autumn edition of Barnsley Hospital News.
What an eventful summer it’s turned out to
be. We’ve had weather extremes from heat
waves to torrential thunderstorms, England
reached the World Cup semi-finals for the
first time in 28 years, and then Welshman
Geraint Thomas won the 105th Tour de
France.
Here in Barnsley, the warm weather proved
a fitting backdrop for all our NHS70
celebrations in and around the hospital. We
had high profile visitors including the
President of the Royal College of Nursing,
Cecilia Amin; Sir Keith Pearson, who is
chairman of Health Education England; the
Mayor of Barnsley Steve Green; and
Barnsley East MP Stephanie Peacock.
We even had some newborns who decided
to arrive at the hospital just in time for the
NHS70 anniversary on July 5. Have a look
at the round-up of all our celebrations on
page 6, and don’t miss the fundraising work
on page 7 by our wonderful teams
throughout the Trust, and our supporters,
who held NHS Big 7Tea parties.
As individuals, our staff have also been
leading the way. For example, one of our
Assistive Technology Scientists Zoë Clarke

was invited to Downing Street to meet the
Prime Minister after becoming one of only
four women nationally to win a special
Fellowship. See page 2 for more.
Although everyone’s minds have been on
summer, we know ‘winter’ in NHS terms
can hit at any time from September to

January and we have been planning for
pressures further down the line. You may
have seen national news reports claiming
that the NHS is in some areas on course for
an ‘all year round crisis’. We absolutely
cannot accept that this will be the new
normal for the NHS.
We have been talking to staff about what
we want to do differently, looking at how
we can vary capacity in times of pressure.
Last winter was one of the worst on record
and we know many felt the strain.
Whatever the pressures, we will fare much
better with a robustly planned, flexible
system. Central government has also
expressed its commitment to a long-term
funding plan for the NHS.
In Barnsley, we have just taken on six
additional junior doctors and six Physician
Associates.
Lastly, please save the date for our Annual
General Public and Members Meeting
(AGPMM) which is coming up at the
hospital’s Education Centre on Thursday 13
September, at 10am. We would love to see
you there.
Dr Richard Jenkins, Chief Executive
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Sir Keith hears patient’s powerful story
A patient treated by Barnsley
Hospital’s Urgent Care Therapy
Team (UCTT) told the
chairman of a national health
care organisation that it was
‘an honour’ to speak up for the
team’s work.
Sir Keith Pearson is Chairman of
Health Education England
which works to deliver high
quality education and training
for a better healthcare
workforce. He visited Barnsley
Hospital in July and met the
Urgent Care Therapy Team after
the team featured in a Health
Education England report. The
report looks at the value of
therapists at the front line of the
NHS.
Sir Keith was welcomed by the
hospital’s Chief Delivery Officer
Bob Kirton, Chairman Steve
Wragg and Occupational
Therapy Service Manager
Ursula MacFarlane.
Also in attendance was patient
Anne Hunter who told Sir Keith
her story. Anne collapsed while
out walking her dog in June this
year and found to her shock
that she had fractured her knee

and ankle. She was taken to
Barnsley Hospital and came
into contact with the Urgent
Care Therapy Team while being
treated for her injuries.
Anne, a senior manager in
social work, said: “I’ve never
had a broken bone before. I’m
fiercely independent and felt
shocked, frustrated and
overwhelmed. The Urgent Care
Therapy Team spoke to me
calmly, got me a wheelchair,
and were quiet and efficient,
never giving the impression that
they were too busy.
“They introduced themselves
and communicated with me in
a way that was all about respect
and equality. They were also
honest at all points, behaved as
a coherent team of

professionals – never criticising
other members of staff – and
really assessed my needs rather
than going through a tick box
exercise.
“When I went home to recover
they also took into account the
nature of the equipment I’d
need.”
Sir Keith told her: “I am hugely
grateful to you for telling us
what is a powerful story, and for
those of us who work at a
national level, we need to hear
it. Trainees should hear it too.
I’ve worked in health for 40
years and I know we get
sometimes de-sensitised and
forget we are caring for one
person at a time rather than
thousands every day.”
Occupational Therapy Service

Manager Ursula MacFarlane
said: “It has been a great
opportunity to showcase the
innovative work of the Urgent
Care Therapy Team at Barnsley
Hospital at a national level, and
have support from Karin
Orman, Professional Practice
Manager at Royal College of
Occupational Therapists
and Sir Keith Pearson,
Chair of Health Education
England.
“Productive discussions will
hopefully lead to us working in
partnership with these two
organisations to explore, for
example, the role of Advanced
Clinical Practitioner in
occupational therapy and
physiotherapy at Barnsley
Hospital.”

NHS 70th
anniversary

Meet the team
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From the Chairman
Hello and welcome to the Autumn
edition of Barnsley Hospital News. I’m
Steve Wragg, Chairman of Barnsley
Hospital.
It’s been an incredibly busy time for the
Trust, particularly as July 5 was the 70th
anniversary of the NHS, celebrated
nationally as well as here in Barnsley and
across Yorkshire.
On page 6 you can read about how we
marked the occasion at the hospital, and
on page 7 you can enjoy some of the
fundraising work of our wonderful teams.
They held over 22 NHS Big 7Tea parties
across the Trust to celebrate the NHS
birthday and up to now, have raised an
amazing total of almost £2,000.

Our fundraising for Barnsley Hospital
Charity is significantly up this quarter and
that’s thanks to the generosity of local
people including our volunteers,
governors, staff and charity friends. Some
of them took part in Barnsley’s Mayor’s
Parade and we’re delighted that Barnsley
Hospital Charity also bagged the Mayor’s
Best Charity Winner Trophy for our float.
We’re looking forward to welcoming you to
our Annual General and Public Members
Meeting (AGPMM) which is on Thursday 13
September in the Education Centre at
Barnsley Hospital. It will showcase the
brilliant work we’ve been doing as a Trust
over the previous 12 months.
In other news is a partnership approach to
our frailty programme, to improve quality

of life for older people in Barnsley and help
them maintain their independence for
longer (see report on this page). We’re also
working hard to reduce the hospital’s
impact on the environment through
reducing single use plastic items and
introducing electric vehicle charging points
at the hospital (see page 8). In addition, we
will also be installing Propelair toilets near
the main reception which will save 1.9m
litres of water per year.
We hope you enjoy the latest edition of
Barnsley Hospital News. If you have any
feedback or comments on this publication please do not hesitate to contact us
on communications.barnsley@nhs.net.
Kind regards
Steve

Focus on the frail
Barnsley healthcare professionals have a new approach
to looking after people with frailty, tightening up on
advanced care planning and preventing falls.

Healthcare Federation, Barnsley CCG and Barnsley
Council to focus on three areas – frailty, cardiovascular
disease and communities.”

Frailty can be a significant problem for older people. They
are at a greatly increased risk of falls, disability, loss of
independence and needing long-term care, and hospital
admissions.

Admissions in Barnsley due to a fractured hip are also
significantly higher than the national average. Barnsley
A&E attendances for those aged over 65 years amount to
37.2% of all attendances.

Of the total population, 19% are aged over 65. Emergency
hospital admissions for those aged over 65 and over 80
due to falls is significantly higher in Barnsley than the
national average and the highest in Yorkshire and
Humber.

Jayne said: “By working in partnership across a whole
system to deliver a comprehensive frailty programme, we
can raise standards and improve quality and outcomes
for older people with frailty, and help them to maintain
their independence for longer.

To address this, Jayne Sivakumar, Head of Alliance
Working at Barnsley Clinical Commissioning Group
(CCG), explained that Barnsley had adopted a
partnership approach to its frailty programme. She said:
“A collective decision was made by Barnsley Hospital,
South West Yorkshire Partnership Trust, Barnsley

“To ensure a joined up approach to tackling frailty across
Barnsley, the frailty programme will be multifaceted,
focusing on areas such as preventing falls, supporting
care homes, dementia, frailty identification and
screening, crisis prevention and intervention and most
importantly advanced care planning.”

Barnsley Hospital
Annual General &
Public Members
Meeting
On Thursday 13 September we are holding
our Annual General Meeting (AGM) in the
Education Centre starting at 10am. The
AGM gives members of the public, patients
and staff the opportunity to learn about
what the trust has achieved in the past year
and future plans and how these plans will
affect the people of Barnsley.
We will show a presentation of the 2017/18
Annual Reports and Accounts. This will
include discussing operational
performance, finance, patient safety &
quality and a forward look at 2018/19.
Finally there will be a question and answer
session led by the Chairman. You can ask
questions in person or email the
Communications Team at
communications.barnsley@nhs.net with
any questions you may have.

2 news

Zoë’s audience with
the Prime Minister
A healthcare scientist at Barnsley Hospital attended
a reception with the Prime Minister at 10 Downing
Street, after she became one of only four women
nationally to be awarded a Chief Scientific Officer
(CSO) WISE Fellowship.
Zoë Clarke is an Assistive Technology Clinical
Specialist at the hospital within the Assistive
Technology (AT) Team. The AT team assesses people
with disabilities for electronic assistive technology
enabling them to increase their independence. The
team also assesses people for communication aids.
Last summer, Zoë was awarded a (CSO) WISE
Fellowship, part of a programme designed to inspire
and find role models for the next
generation of female healthcare scientists and support aspiring NHS leaders.
Since then, the Fellowship has opened up a ‘huge
range of opportunities’ for Zoë. She said: “I was
invited to present in London at IMechE HQ, a joint
event with the institution of Physics in Medicine
(IPEM). I also attended the CSO Awards and met
Princess Anne which was amazing.”
Zoe, who did an engineering degree at Cardiff
University and has a keen interest in
rehabilitation engineering, went to the Downing
Street reception with the three other Fellows on July 4
as part of this year’s NHS 70th celebrations.
She said: “No. 10 is a very big place and it’s a bit
daunting going in because of all the police and
security. It’s got a really nice garden but it rained so we
had to go inside as we were all wearing our posh
dresses and suits. We saw the Cabinet room which has
a huge table, and Theresa May came in and made a

speech about how valuable the NHS is.”
Zoë, who has worked at Barnsley Hospital for 11 years,
said: “All the Fellows have now done a four-day
leadership course and we quickly bonded; our very
different disciplines all had common issues and
challenges. Our course covered topics like
communication skills, holding difficult conversations,
presentation skills, time management and gender
specific communication.
“I was able to take the learning back to share with my
team in Barnsley. The CSO Fellowship has already
helped me to inspire other female clinical scientists in
my field, both within my department and more
broadly.”
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Lead Governor
update
This is my regular column in Barnsley
Hospital News and it’s great to see the work
we are doing across the Trust which
impacts on many local people.
The Council of Governors is made up of
people who have joined as members of
Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
and have been elected to stand on the
council by their fellow members. Whilst the
Trust is managed by the Board of Directors,
the Board is accountable to the Council of
Governors.
To help us fulfil that duty, there are plenty of
meetings to attend and gain a good
understanding of all parts of the hospital,
including our Council of Governors Quality,
Governance Sub Group, Finance and
Performance Sub Group meetings. These
are in addition to the full Council of
Governors meeting.
As well as attending meetings, we can get
involved in lots of other activities, and in the
course of a couple of weeks in July myself
and other Governors met our Mayor of
Barnsley three times.
On the 5 July we held a ceremony in the
hospital to celebrate the 70th anniversary of
the NHS, which the Mayor attended. Then
on 14 July the hospital took part in the
annual Mayor’s Parade, where we were
thrilled to win the prize as best Charity
Float. This involved pushing the Tiny Hearts
Incubator around Barnsley, and collecting
money from generous Barnsley people for
our charity. The following day we met the
Mayor again, taking part in Destination
Barnsley in Locke Park, which involved

Governor in the spotlight

Gilly Cockerline
Public governor
Q: Hi Gilly, how would you
describe your role as a public
Governor for Barnsley
Hospital?
My main aim is to provide a
friendly and accessible link
between members of the public
and the hospital and to be able to
help represent their views.
Governors are able to be the
eyes and ears of the Barnsley
community and also hold the
hospital board to account for
delivering agreed objectives and
strategies.

food, music and activities from around the
world and celebrated all people who are
helping to create a better Barnsley for
everyone.
Lastly, a meeting that you, the members of
the hospital and members of the public
generally, can get involved with is the
Council of Governors full meeting. These
are every two months and open to the
public so you are very welcome to come
along. All meetings are held in the hospital’s
Education Centre from 5.30pm-7.30pm. You
can see a list of future dates on the
hospital’s website:
www.barnsleyhospital.nhs.uk
Annie Moody

Q: You began your career at
Barnsley Hospital in 1986.
How did it come about that
you became a Governor?
I worked as an auxiliary nurse on surgical outpatients whilst waiting to start
my nurse training in January 1987. On qualifying I took up a staff nurse post
on the infectious diseases unit. It was hard work but
fascinating. In 2000 I took up the post of specialist nurse with the Infection
Control team. Other than working with an amazing team, my favourite role
was teaching all grades of staff about the importance of safeguarding
themselves and their patients against infection.
By 2011 I had become a modern matron in acute medicine, a challenge I
enjoyed for almost two years before making a decision to take early
retirement. Being elected initially as a staff governor and then a public
governor has enabled me to remain involved in the challenges and changes
within our hospital.

Q: How has your role changed?
The role has changed from being a staff to a Public Governor. Whilst I had
been a staff governor for nearly three years, I have only recently been elected
as a public governor, so I now listen primarily to the voice of those living in
my own areas. As I am now retired I am able to give the role the time and
commitment it deserves.

Q: What would you say were your favourite parts of the role?
That would be taking part in the quality visits on the wards. This gives me
the opportunity to speak to the patients and staff members. I find it really
worthwhile to listen to their concerns or fears but more importantly the
praise from patients about the care they receive. It is always a pleasure to
share these details with other governors.

Q: When you are not busy with work what do you enjoy doing in your
spare time?

Janice in training.

My husband has always said that my hobby is hobbies! I love to paint, mainly
landscapes, create quilts and enjoy photography to name just a few. I am a
craftaholic, and have happily brainwashed my three beautiful granddaughters
Cerys, Charlie and Poppy to love it too.
By the time this is published I will have a new grandson. I can’t wait. Brian and
I love to go walking especially in the Yorkshire Dales. This year’s walks have
been more interesting as we recently adopted a little rescue dog called Maisie,
so I thought we would show you a picture of her!

Midwife delivers on Channel swim
Community Midwife Janice Taylor
couldn’t even swim a few years ago but
has now achieved a long-term ambition
by completing a cross-Channel swim as
part of a relay team of six swimmers.
Grandma of two Janice, 53, said: “Up to a
few years ago I couldn’t actually swim. I
was more of a runner. I used to do the kind
of breast stroke where you didn’t get your
face wet, then my friend Ally Howard
taught me to swim and I taught her to
run.”
Janice, who is based at Barnsley Hospital,
said: “The Channel swim was a fantastic

experience from start to finish and we
all did ourselves proud. The first two
swimmers swam in the dark as we started
the challenge at 2.30am and completed
the swim in an impressive 15 hours, six
minutes. As we anticipated at least 18
hours we were well chuffed. Our team The
Channel Chatterboxes will be entered in
the history documentation.”
The swimmers, who finished the challenge
on various dates in June, also entered
second and third teams in the crossing.
Janice added: “Unfortunately our second
team from my ‘Swim Your Swim’ club, in
Hatfield, were unsuccessful in their

attempt on 24 June having been
disqualified for a swimmer touching the
boat repeatedly.
Our third team the Seahawks were
successful in their crossing so lots of
celebrations there.”
Team members did an hour’s swimming
each until the Channel crossing was
finished. No wetsuits were allowed, just
swimming costumes, according to strict
Channel swim regulations and swimmers
had to allow for jellyfish, freezing water
and adverse weather. The Channel is 21
miles at its narrowest but swimmers often
have to cover up to 24 miles to allow for

the ebb and flow of the tide.
Janice said: “Now I’m ready for my next
challenge which I've been training for, The
Ice Mile. It’s an ultimate endurance swim
of one mile in water temperatures below
five degrees. Again without a wetsuit. I
managed this year during the winter
swims to swim at 3.5 Centigrade for 1,100
metres and the mile is 1,600 metres so I
might manage it this year. On average, it
takes a swimmer two to three years to train
their body for the extreme cold and for
their body to lay down ‘brown’ fat stores
around the vital organs for survival. So I
will see how I go.” Well done Janice!
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Thank you to our Hospital He

We would like to say a very big thank you to all our fabulous fundraisers and donors who help us to c
beyond for our patients. Here are just a few examples of the wonderful support we have recently rece

Angel Voices
Massive thank you to Angel Voices Choir and All Saints
Church Darton Ladies Group who between them
raised a wonderful £1124, for the Tiny Hearts Appeal.
Fantastic effort!

Waste not,
want not

Thanks to Barnsley Household Waste Recycling
Centre at Smithies Lane for saving this money
from being dumped at the tip and then
continuing to fill it up with extra bits of change
they found, all for our Tiny Hearts Appeal.
Great work team!

Maggie’s Angels
Maggie's Angels
Bex, Clare and
Lucy tackled
the Yorkshire
Three Peaks
and raised a
brill £745 for
our Tiny Hearts
Appeal as a
thank you for
the care little Maggie received as a 3lb3oz baby on our
Neo-Natal Unit.Well done to you all!

‘O’What a Neet 2’
fundraise
Massive Thank you
to Darren and
Dawn who popped
in with a fantastic
cheque for £2000
for the Breast Care
Unit from their
fundraising evening
O' What a Neet 2!
Way to go Darren &
Dawn.

Mr Thompson’s
thank you
We would like to
say a HUGE thank
you to Mr
Thompson for his
generous
donation of £5000
to Ward 19 (Care
of the Elderly) at
Barnsley Hospital.
Mr Thompson has
donated the
money as a show of appreciation for the care he has
recently received. Lovely gesture Mr & Mrs Thompson!

White Bear
Well done to the
White Bear at
Kexborough for
raising a fab £710
for the Children's
Ward! They held a
Family Fun Day in
April and have
more fundraising
ideas in the pipe
line. Keep up the
good work at the
White Bear!

Jubilee Singers

4 news

Daniel Cassell, Nurse
Practitioner, completes
yet another Charity
Challenge to raise funds
for Barnsley Hospital
Charity. Not only has
Daniel run the Sheffield
& Leeds Half Marathons
and took to the paths for
the Penistone Boundary
Walk, Daniel has now
completed the Yorkshire
3 Peaks for the Charity in under 7 hours.What a
Charity Champion Daniel is raising over £240 so far!

An evening with Elvis
Thank you to Rachel
along with her family
and friends who raised
a brilliant £891 with
their fundraising
evening with Elvis in
aid of our Tiny Hearts
Appeal! In the words
of the King himself
‘Thank you very
much’.

Sheffield Half
Marathon Hero
James, the hospital's Voluntary Services Coordinator, ran the Sheffield Half Marathon for our
Tiny Hearts Appeal and raised a superb £526! James
has also signed up to run the Yorkshire Marathon in
October on behalf of the charity.Well done James.

Barnsley Central
Scouts Group
Well done to Barnsley Central Scouts Group for raising
£398 towards our Tiny Hearts Appeal. Here they are
presenting our Hospital Chairman, Steve Wragg, with
our giant cheque. Well done to the Scouts!

Barnsley to
Buckingham
Well done to Paul and Gavin
who walked from Barnsley
Town Hall to Buckingham
Palace to raise funds for our
Tiny Hearts Appeal. Little Olly
and his mum Helen were
proud to bring in dad's
fundraising of £300 as Olly
spent time on the unit when
he was born! What an
amazing achievement.

Charity Champion

Thank you to the Jubilee Singers who have donated
£100 to our Tiny Hearts Appeal which they raised
through their Tea and Coffee sales in their choir
rehearsals, in particular Janice, Iris and Wendy who
organise the refreshments! Great work.
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al Heroes…

Penistone Ladies
Circle the boundary

o help us to continue to go above and
recently received.

on

Big Hearts of Barnsley Raffle
'Have a big heart for Tiny Hearts'
Beki from Confetti Cones based in
Barnsley had a vision to do a huge raffle
for our Tiny Hearts Appeal.
Beki set off contacting businesses across
Barnsley for raffle prizes and the buzz soon
began.Within weeks Beki had secured over
30 wonderful prizes including; a meal for 4
at Frankie & Bennies, spa treatments, a
family photo-shoot and even a HP tablet!
Overall, Beki managed to sell over 550 raffle
tickets, totalling over £1256 for the Tiny
Hearts Appeal!
But her fundraising efforts did not end
there; at Confetti Cones they are now
offering Barnsley Hospital Charity Cheerio
pin badges at the cost of £1 as wedding
favours.This money goes directly to the
Charity. Emily, Fundraising Administation
Assistant at Barnsley Hospital Charity said
"This is a fantastic opportunity for the
charity to work alongside a local business,
especially a business such as Confetti Cones

who have such a passion for fundraising for
our Tiny Hearts Appeal".
Beki said; "Working alongside the charity I
have decided that we would like to create a
favour which is personalised with your
names and the date of the wedding plus a
message to your guests to let them know
where the donation has been made on their
behalf and we would make these completely
FREE of charge".
If you would like to order your wedding
favour pin badges, please contact Beki at
Confetti Cones on 01226 891234.

Haunt Barbers
Thank you to HAUNT Barbershop at
Stairfoot, who raised £400 for our Tiny
Hearts Appeal when guest barber
Bobbie Bones came to town! Bobbie
came all the way from The Netherlands
to do this fundraising for us. All
Bobbies takings from the haircuts he
did at HAUNT were donated to the
Tiny Hearts Appeal - Thanks guys!

Taking to the skies
On 11th May, three very brave fundraisers took to the skies
for Barnsley Hospital Charity.
The fundraisers entered the
sky whilst standing on the
wings of a 1940s Boeing
Stearman Biplane flown by
a highly qualified pilot.
Once in the sky, the plane
completed a variety of
flypasts and manoeuvres
with the highlight being a
dive from 500ft and a zoom
climb with a final ‘run and
break’ before touching
down again.
The fundraisers managed
to raise a grand total of
over £2000 for the charity
and our Tiny Hearts
Appeal. Wing walker and
Barnsley Hospital midwife Paula said;
"It was one of the best things I have
ever done. I felt so free and alive on
top of that plane. My arms ached like
mad from all the waving at the
watching crowd below and my face
ached as I smiled for the entire
duration of the wing-walk. I would do
it again in a heartbeat as I've waited 30 years to do this and it didn't disappoint
and to have raised money for where I work made it even better."

Our lovely friends at Penistone Ladies' Circle organised their annual
Penistone Boundary Walk this year, choosing our Tiny Hearts appeal as
their chosen event charity.
The walk took place on Sunday 20th May
from Cubley Hall, Penistone, with two
options, a shorter walk of 8 miles or the
longer 16 mile walk around the historical
boundaries of Penistone taking in the
beautiful countryside. Everyone who
completed the walk left with their own
Penistone Boundary Walk pin badge.
The event was organised by Penistone
Ladies Circle and supported by Cubley Hall
and the Penistone Round Table and raised,
£2000.
Laila Namini, president of Penistone Ladies
Circle said "Penistone Ladies Circle is
driven by a group of women who strive to support
our community & local charities. We were
honoured to donate the proceeds of our annual
boundary walk to Tiny Hearts, a local and very
deserving cause. Boundary Walk is something we
organise each year and our volunteers work so
hard to make it enjoyable for all".
In addition to this fantastic amount, local Mum
Dawn and four friends took part in this event
raising a further, £1380 for this appeal as a thank
you to the Neo natal team who looked after her
son, born at 29 weeks.
Steve Wragg, Chairman said “ I was delighted to
meet the ladies who had completed the Penistone
Boundary walk to raise funds for our Tiny Hearts
appeal. It’s a great commitment from them and a
terrific effort to raise so much money for a cause
which is close to them”.

A day to remember
This year we took part in the Mayor's
Parade to promote our Tiny Hearts
Appeal and to celebrate the 70th
birthday of the NHS. We took to the
streets of Barnsley Town Centre and it
was great to see our staff and volunteers
in a variety of hospital uniforms from
scrubs to old nurses uniforms. We also
pushed our collection incubator along
the route to raise funds for the Tiny
Hearts Appeal and managed to raise a
fantastic £230.22 for the appeal!
We are also delighted to announce that
we were awarded the ‘Barnsley Mayor’s
Parade Best Charity Award’ for our
display of the incubator alongside our
charity mascot Cheerio!
Lisa, Charity Development Manager
explained, "We are delighted to have
raised over £230 which was collected by
the volunteers taking part in the parade,
this is a fantastic amount considering
there was a number of other charities

with collection
buckets in the
parade and a great
testament to the
impact that the
hospital has had on
local people's lives,
many parade
watchers saying
they had saved
their donations as we were their charity
of choice. It was lovely to hear the claps
and cheers from the crowds as we made
a way through the centre, making for a
moving and memorable occasion.’

Interested in any of our events?
Need more information?
Would like to request a fundraising pack?

Contact us today!
Call 01226 431650 Email Barnsleyhospitalcharity@nhs.net
Barnsley Hospital Charity

@BHNFTCharity
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NHS 70th anniversary round-up

Game of Drones
Midwives organised a line-up of 70 people born in
Barnsley during the lifetime of the NHS. The group,
aged from 0 to 70, lined up outside the maternity unit
and each person held up a card showing their own
age. Hospital security captured the moment with a
shot from their drone camera.

Memory Lane
Barnsley hospital library helped look back over the past 70 years of the
NHS by digging out historic photos from the archives. The hospital was
once a workhouse infirmary – very different from the modern district
general hospital we can be proud of today. Our photo shows a shot from
the 1970s when the hospital opened.

Isla-Grace times it right
Tiny Isla-Grace Jordan was born at Barnsley Hospital on the same day as the
NHS 70th anniversary. Isla-Grace arrived at 2.50am on July 5 weighing in at
seven pounds, 13 ounces, just in time for all the national, regional and local NHS
celebrations. Isla-Grace is pictured with parents Lee Jordan and Koren Youngs.

Stall
display
The hospital hosted a display of stalls on NHS70 day offering information on
services. Pictured is Jamie Matthews, Research and Governance Facilitator, with
Lead Nurse Nicola Lancaster at the Research & Development stand.

Presidential visit
Royal College of Nursing President Cecilia Anim (pictured, right, with nurses)
paid a visit to Barnsley Hospital on the NHS 70th anniversary. Staff were invited
to wear historic uniforms as part of the day.

Little
nurse
Isabelle Gregory, four,
from Worsbrough, had
fun dressing up like
her mum who works
on Ward 17 at Barnsley
Hospital. Pictured
behind Isabelle is
Libby Rae Abbott,
eight, from
Worsbrough Common,
who made buns for
Ward 17 where her
mum also works.

6 news

Mayor charts hospital history
Asda Barnsley Community Champion Tina
Burke (left) enjoys NHS70 day with
phlebotomist Sharon Daly. Asda provided
balloons and commemorative placards for
the day.

Barnsley Mayor Steve Green cut a celebration cake at the hospital with Trust Chief Executive Dr Richard
Jenkins and chairman Steve Wragg. Other guests included volunteers, fundraisers and Barnsley East
MP the Rt Hon Stephanie Peacock. The Mayor said: “In 1862, John Staniforth Beckett gave a £5,000
endowment to found the original charitable institution known as the Beckett Dispensary. People were
not eligible then for free care if the family earned over 18 shillings a week, unless they had more than
six children. Now, the hospital plays a huge role in all our lives and it’s important that we recognise this
not just on this special day but every year.”

Maternity Admin
Support Officer
Nicola Pleasants and
Clinical Audit
Manager Jan
Micallef represented
Barnsley Hospital at
a Westminster
Abbey service on
the NHS’s 70th
birthday. The service
was one of two
national thank you
celebrations for NHS
staff, patient groups
and volunteers, the
other being an
evening choral
concert at York
Minster.
Jan is pictured
(right) with Nicola
outside the abbey.

Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation Trust has around 300 volunteers and they celebrated their work
with the help of this colourful stand.
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Thank you for helping us celebrate
We would like to say a very big thank you to all our fabulous fundraisers who
hosted their own NHS Big 7 Tea party to help us celebrate the NHS 70 celebrations.

Tea Party fundraisers
Our teams:
• ACORN UNIT • ANTE NATAL & POST NATAL
• CHILDREN'S OUTPATIENTS • CLINICAL
SYSTEMS • FINANCE • INFECTION CONTROL
• MATERNITY COMMUNITY WELLBEING
TEAM • MEDICAL OUTPATIENTS &
RHEUMATOLOGY • MEDICAL STAFFING
• PHLEBOTOMY • PHYSIOTHERAPY
• PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT OFFICE
• RADIOLOGY • STUDENT SUPPORT • TRUST
HEADQUARTERS • WARD 17 - CARDIOLOGY
• WARD 22 - DIABETES & ENDOCRINOLOGY
• WARD 36 - ACUTE RESPONSE TEAM
• WARD 37 - CHILDREN'S WARD

Our Supporters:
• BARNSLEY CLINICAL COMMISSIONING
GROUP (CCG)
• BARNSLEY FACILITIES SERVICES (BFS)
• GILROYD WEDNESDAY CLUB

Thank you also to Blakemore Foundation and Asda Barnsley for their
support of our events, we managed to raise over £1800 with our NHS 7Tea events!
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Meet the team

Audiology
In each edition of Barnsley Hospital News we
introduce you to one of our teams,
departments or wards so you can find out
more about what each area does across the
Trust. In this edition we talk to Head of
Audiology Liza Smeeton about the work of
her team, which treats thousands of people
every year.

Can you tell us how many are in your
team and how it’s organised?
There are ten in the team, nine audiologists
and one clerical officer.We have a very low
turnover of staff in the team – I’ve been here
26 years!

What roles and responsibilities do you
have?
Kate Handley (specialist practitioner) is in
charge of new-born hearing screening. All
babies have a hearing screening test at birth.
Deborah Evans and Nicola Lindley are
specialist practitioners and they specialise in
patients with balance problems and people
with tinnitus.
Richard Gray is also a specialist practitioner
and he deals with tinnitus and patients with
complex hearing issues such as those who
are profoundly deaf or those who need
special hearing aids.

What kinds of conditions do you help
patients with?
Because there’s an increase in the elderly
population we see an increasing number of
people who are hard of hearing. In Barnsley
there are a lot of people who have noise
induced hearing loss, often because they
have worked in heavy industries like mining
and the steelworks.
A lot of men over the age of 50 present to us
with noise related hearing loss.We will do a
hearing test on them and the results indicate
what type of hearing loss they have. For this

kind of hearing loss the treatment is a
hearing aid rather than surgery or tablets,
because there has been damage to the inner
workings of the ear.

Can you tell us about your recent
achievements?
For the fifth year in a row, we recently
achieved accreditation from the Improving
Quality in Physiological Service (IQIPS)
Programme, which formally recognises that
a high quality audiology service is operating
in the hospital.
This national accreditation ensures we keep
up with new and emerging technology so the
hearing aids on offer on the NHS are the
latest we are able to offer.We are also
developing systems and processes to keep
waiting times down. A lot of work we’ve done

has been around the information we give to
patients about hearing aids and how to look
after them. Before they have a hearing aid
fitted, we offer patients a DVD which has
everything they need to know about their
hearing aid.

What’s on the horizon?
Technology is moving ever more quickly in
this field. All hearing aids now are digital –
they are mini-computers programmed up to
a person’s specific hearing loss. A lot of work
is being done to improve them. For example,
with one of the latest hearing aids you can
set up different programmes for it on your
iPhone.You can geotag it, so it will, say,
automatically default to a particular setting
for your local pub. Much of hearing aid
technology is being led by Apple and its

mobile phone technology. Like phones, the
chips used in the tech are getting ever
smaller.
We have three hearing aids available on the
NHS in Barnsley; standard, mini and a
smaller ‘in the ear’ hearing aid.They are a lot
more discreet than in previous years when
we had the older ‘moulded’ versions. Now,
when you look at the front of the ear you
can’t see that people are wearing a hearing
aid.
There are also other advanced treatments
such as bone anchored hearing aids and
cochlear implants. Here in Barnsley, we have
just taken on a fourth Ear, Nose and Throat
consultant and we’re aiming to grow our
balance service with an additional staff
nurse.

Hospital steers down electric avenue
Barnsley Hospital is installing charging points for up to ten
electric vehicles as part of a drive to support staff who want
to make the switch from a petrol or diesel car.

environmentally friendly the Trust will soon be installing
charging points for up to ten vehicles to charge at any one
time.

protecting resources and the environment for future
generations and providing a health-promoting environment
for patients, staff and the Barnsley community.

Pure electric vehicles (EV) and plug-in hybrids (PHEV) have
significant emissions benefits over conventional vehicles and
with EV costs steadily falling, and battery mileage range
increasing, the transition from petrol/diesel continues to
become easier.

“The electricity will be supplied by the Trust’s onsite
combined heat and power plant (CHP) which is more
environmentally friendly than grid energy.”

Paul Nicholes, the Trust’s EV champion, said: “I’ve been
driving hybrid and electric vehicles for more than seven years
now and I can’t imagine ever not doing so. Electric propulsion
is better than internal combustion in almost every respect.
They’re quieter, smoother, more responsive and most of all
much cleaner with zero tail pipe emissions.

Mohammed Sajard, energy and sustainability manager for the
hospital Trust said: “Being able to charge at work can be an
important consideration for staff who want to make the
switch to an electric vehicle. To support our staff in making
the transition to an electric vehicle and being more

As part of Barnsley Hospital’s commitment to reducing its
environmental impact from travel related carbon emissions,
the Trust has been providing sustainable and healthy travel
options like the Cycle to Work, E-bike loan schemes, journey
planning, walking to work initiatives and running health and
wellbeing events.
The work is part of the hospital’s sustainability agenda,

Cancelling and rearranging
hospital appointments

telephone line is manned 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

If you are unable to attend a
pre-booked appointment please
remember to contact us to let us
know you are cancelling or to
rearrange the appointment.

Please note there are certain
appointments we are unable to
rearrange via this line but please
contact this number in the first
instance and the team will refer you
to the relevant area if they can’t deal
with your request themselves.

We have made it easier to cancel
and rearrange the majority of our
appointments. All you need to do is
call our dedicated appointments
team on 01226 434343. This
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“They charge up overnight just like your phone and if your
commute is like most people’s then they’re much cheaper to
run day-to-day. I have to try and remember how to use a
petrol station on the rare occasion I visit one.”

Contacting the hospital

Tell us your views

Switchboard 01226 730000
24/7 Appointments 01226 434343
Patient Advice and Complaints
Team 01226 432430

Your feedback and suggestions are
very important to us. If you have
feedback on this magazine or on our
hospital and the services we provide,
we would love to hear from you.

Useful numbers
Call 111 when it’s less urgent than
999
Information on GPs and dentists
01226 327176
Stop Smoking Service 01226 737077

Please send us an email to
communications.barnsley@nhs.net
to share your views.
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