
We offer ‘Virtual visiting’ for all inpatients who 
would like it. This means regular phone calls 
or Whatsapp video calling with help from staff 
and volunteers. Talk to the ward nursing team 
or visit our website for more information. All 
inpatients are encouraged to keep in touch 
with friends and relatives using their own 
phone.

Anyone attending an outpatient or diagnostic 
appointment, or coming to our Emergency  
Department, is asked to do so alone, unless 
they need to be accompanied by a carer, to 
reduce footfall. 

People coming to the hospital are reminded to 
use the hand hygiene stations when entering 
and leaving, wear a face covering, and keep 
at least two metres apart from other people 
whenever possible.

When in the hospital, outpatients and other 
visitors must wear a face covering over their 
nose and mouth at all times unless they have 
an exemption.

Please expect staff and volunteers to ask you to 
wear a mask if they see you without one. Some 
charities have provided lanyards to those who 
are exempt from wearing face coverings. We 
do not ask children under the age of 11 to wear 
face coverings.

Wherever possible anyone coming for an  
appointment should arrange to be driven to 
and from the hospital by a member of their 
household to minimise the risk of exposure to 
others, so avoid using public transport if you 
can.

Because of the safety precautions we have in 

place at the hospital, we don’t  anticipate  
anyone will be required to self-isolate  
following a hospital visit so long as they wear a 
mask at all times during their visit, wash their 
hands regularly, and wear any additional PPE 
as advised by the nursing team at the time of 
the visit.

Barnsley Hospital’s Director of Nursing Jackie 
Murphy, said: “In light of the increased  
numbers of cases of coronavirus across our 
region, we feel we have to take action now to 
protect our patients, staff and local  
community.

“Suspending non-essential visiting is a difficult 
decision to make. However, given the current 
situation in our communities, it is the right one 
if we are to reduce the spread of  coronavirus 
and take care of our most vulnerable patients.

“Our nursing teams know the positive impact 
seeing and hearing from loved ones can have 
on a patient so we urge families to make use of 
our virtual visiting service to stay connected.”

Nobody with Coronavirus symptoms should 
come to the hospital for an appointment, or to 
visit or accompany someone else. 

You must also not visit the hospital if you are 
Covid positive, self-isolating, shielding, or 
unwell.

We are very grateful to our community for 
standing by us throughout the pandemic so we 
are able to continue to provide our services to 
you, and we welcome your ongoing  
support.
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Stay strong for winter
It feels like March was a long time ago 
when the number of Covid cases first 
started to increase.

When I look back it’s incredible what  
everyone in Barnsley Hospital achieved over 
that time – the huge efforts staff put in, the 
teamwork, and the support for patients.

We worked tirelessly to provide the right care 
when no-one quite knew how the pandemic 
was going to go. I’m proud of what all our 
staff have done so far. 

Now we know a lot more about Covid. We 
know how to respond to it more effectively 
with various treatments and we know how 
to deal with, for example, the challenges of 
working in full Personal Protective  
Equipment (PPE). 

We now see ourselves moving into tier three 
of restrictions and I believe that is going to tax 

all of us. However, it’s important as we look to 
the next few months that our Barnsley  
community takes stock and redoubles  
efforts to look after ourselves and support 
each other.

We have a number of challenges ahead as a 
hospital. Firstly, we have work in progress to 
recover the activity that we haven’t be able 
to complete during the pandemic so we are 
catching up on outpatients’ appointments 
and operations. We thank you for bearing 
with us as we do this work and we greatly 
regret that we have had to delay treatments in 
order to cope with Covid.

At the same time, we have to ackowledge the 
fact that the number of Covid cases is rising 
in the community. We know the government 
has increased the precautions that people 
need to take and it’s vital that we remember 
these precautions apply to all of us. People 

must comply with social distancing, hand  
hygiene and mask wearing whenever they 
visit the hospital or are out in the community. 

We know also that winter’s coming and  
winter from a hospital point of view  
sometimes arrives in January, sometimes in 
October. This year we have got flu  
vaccination for our staff off to a strong  
start – we don’t want anyone to be vulnerable 
to flu.

We have been recovering our regular activity 
while now dealing with the second wave of 
Covid and winter.

It’s a big ask for us all but judging from the 
amazing support we received in the first 
wave, I know that people in Barnsley are up 
to the challenge. We have also had some 
funding into the Trust to allow us to make 
far-reaching improvements for the future – 

more about that inside on page 2. 

It just remains for me to thank you all and ask 

you to continue to support us, look after  

yourselves, your families and your hospital.

Dr Richard Jenkins, Chief Executive

Due to the rise in cases of coronavirus in 
the community, non-essential visiting is 
now suspended at Barnsley Hospital.

We have taken this difficult and important  
decision to protect patients and staff. We 
understand this can be upsetting for patients 
and families. However, the restrictions are 
in place to reduce the number of people on 
wards and departments, and to reduce the risk 
of transmitting Covid-19. We regularly review 
our visiting guidance so please check our  
website for the latest information: 
www.barnsleyhospital.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Non-essential visiting 
suspended at hospital 

Dr Richard Jenkins

During the Covid pandemic, Barnsley 
Hospital’s Emergency Department is 
appealing to the public to help it keep 
this vital service running smoothly.

The department has enhanced infection 
prevention and control rules and is  
providing care for substantial numbers. 
This means physical space is limited and 
the hospital anticipates patient numbers to 
increase through winter. 

Because of this, visitors are not currently  
allowed into the Emergency Department 
and patients are asked to attend alone to 
keep everyone safe. 

Dr James Griffiths, Clinical Director for 
Medicine and Urgent Care, said: “In order to 
enable appropriate social-distancing, if you 
have to come to the Emergency  
Department, please attend alone. Of course, 
there are exceptions and if you think that 
applies, please ask to speak to the doctor or 
nurse in charge.

“I also ask that you share this message with 
friends and family so they know what to 
expect if they have to come to A&E.”

The Emergency Department thanks people 
in Barnsley for their co-operation. Please 
keep well and stay safe!

If you need to come 
to our emergency 
department

Until further notice, visiting will only be  
permitted in the following circumstances 
and personal protective equipment (PPE) 
must be worn:

n For patients who are receiving end-of-
life care or are terminally ill and in the late 
stages of their illness.

n For birthing partners in maternity units.

n For birthing partners to accompany  
mothers to 12 and 20-week ultrasound 
appointments.

n By arrangement with your midwife, to 
provide emotional support for women at-
tending scans during early pregnancy.

n For parents or legal guardians in the 
children’s unit.

n For long-stay patients and those with  
dementia or where best interest decisions or 
exceptional clinical/social matters are being 
discussed, at the discretion of the nurse or 
midwife in charge.

Huge investment in urgent care facilities at the hospital
We are delighted to have received an 
additional £6.1million of external  
funding to help improve how we can  
provide urgent care and increased  
resilience at the hospital. This new  
funding takes our investment total to 
approximately £13.5million.

Visitors and patients to the hospital will already 
be aware we are making good progress on our 
new paediatric emergency department and 
children’s assessment unit which is due for 
completion this year. 

This is really great news for Barnsley as 

ultimately it will result in improved facilities 
at the hospital for urgent care, and improved 
patient and visitor experience overall. 

This month we began work to relocate services 
and spaces in the hospital to ready the site for 
our planned refurbishments and upgrades. 
Some of the work will be completed by  
January 2021, and some is planned for later in 
the spring. 

Our hospital is always busy over winter so 
these projects will provide vital capability and 
capacity improvements at just the right time. 

Our ambitious programme takes ideas 

developed by our clinical teams to further  
improve how they are able to provide care to 
our patients. 

Alongside some general refurbishments, 
including new windows and roofs for some of 
our buildings, we are relocating some wards 
and departments to be more suitably located, 
and building a new Surgical Assessment Unit. 
This will be close to our Emergency  
Department and existing Surgical Theatres, 
and is an acute unit where we will assess  
patients for emergency surgical admission.

As you can imagine, we can’t just stop what 

we’re doing until all this work is completed, 
so we have to move a few things around while 
building and refurbishment work is done. 
This means that between now and March 
2021, wards and departments may not be in 
the place you remember them if you visit the 
hospital, so always check in on arrival and tell 
a member of staff or volunteer where you need 
to go.

The pandemic has posed exceptional  
challenges for healthcare providers worldwide 
and here at Barnsley Hospital everyone has 
risen to face them.  Thank you.

Dr James Griffiths
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Hello and welcome to the Autumn 
edition of Barnsley Hospital News. I’m 
Trevor Lake, Chairman of Barnsley 
Hospital.

We are now moving into a very challenging 
winter season alongside the increasing  
demands due to the impact of Covid-19.

You will see on these pages articles about the 
tremendous work our hospital staff colleagues 
across Barnsley have been doing throughout 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

It is testament to their dedication and  
commitment that we have come this far and 
I want to say a heartfelt thank you to every 
single colleague.

I also salute the massive support we have 
had from the Barnsley public. Donations 
have flooded in to our hospital charity and 
have been a source of great comfort. We have 
been delighted to receive everything from 
face masks to hand creams, food to I-Pads for 
patients to keep in touch, to inspirational art 
work.

Even in the midst of Covid-19 you’ll note the 
significant amount of investment we are  
making into upgrading our hospital,  

including the major project to create a  
children’s emergency department and  
assessment unit and to expand our  
Emergency Department. Hopefully these 
works will complete in the early spring so we 
ask you to please bear with us as work  
progresses.

We are also making monumental efforts to 
catch up with our ‘regular’ work affected by 
the first wave of Covid-19. I would again like 
to ask for your patience as we do this. 

The government and our local authority is 
re-emphasising the basic actions we must all 
take to help reduce the spread of  
coronavirus. When the lockdown was  
introduced in March, we were told to stay at 
home, to protect the NHS and to save lives. 

These changes meant that we all had to make 
big sacrifices. Here in Barnsley, most people 
followed the guidance and we were able to 
keep the infection rate down. Even when 
restrictions were eased in July and August, 
our collective efforts helped to keep infection 
rates relatively low.

Over recent weeks however, the infection 
rate has started to rise again across the whole 

country and particularly in the North of  
England. We must all take these actions to 
reduce the spread, protect the vulnerable and 
reduce the risk of a local lockdown.

n HANDS – Wash your hands regularly and 
for 20 seconds.

n FACE – Wear a face covering in indoor  
settings where social distancing may be  
difficult and where you will come into contact 
with people you do not normally meet.

n SPACE – Stay 2 metres apart from people 
you do not live with where possible, or 1 
metre with extra precautions in place.

And if you have symptoms of the coronavirus, 
you MUST self-isolate immediately for 10 
days. 

I firmly believe that if we all pull together, like 
we did before, and if we all follow the rules, 
we can suppress the virus over this difficult 
winter period and keep ourselves and our 
families safe. 

We hope that you enjoy the latest edition of 
Barnsley Hospital News. If you have any  
feedback or comments on this publication 
please do not hesitate to contact us on  
communications.barnsley@nhs.net

From the chairman

Work on track for new children’s 
emergency service

Trevor Lake

Barnsley Hospital’s new build  
Children’s Assessment Unit and  
Emergency Department (EDCAU) is 
well underway, being constructed at the 
front of the existing Emergency  
Department. 

Despite the pandemic, the project remains 
on track to deliver ‘gold standard’ benefits. 
Among these are an improved experience for 
children and families and increased capacity 
to treat adults in the Emergency Department. 
The project is due to complete in spring 2021.

Lead nurse Lizzie Robson said: “We are very 
excited and proud about the new service and 
how it is progressing. It will give us an en-
hanced patient journey, improved  
opportunity for patients to receive care within 
their home setting, and a streamlined staff 
model using their skill sets to the very best.”

Staff will also be able to move more quickly 
and easily within the new space, accessing 
other services more efficiently. This will in 
turn boost team working and morale.

Lizzie is responsible for general day to day 
running of the unit, safety assurance checks, 
safe staffing numbers, recruitment and  
retention of staff, budget control and  
governance assurance. 

As a Lead Nurse, she has joined others  
involved in the interior design of the new 
children’s unit, staff engagement, and  
working with associated parties. 

COVID and other restrictions have caused 
minor delays in timeframes, and the project 
has got to be kept to a tight budget, yet the 
benefits of the new unit to Barnsley will be 
immense.

The Children’s Community Team service 
will become a seven-day service, Paediatric 
Coordinators will be in post to ensure an 
effective and efficient patient journey, new 
‘pathways’ will be identified such as jaundice 
clinics and rapid access clinics and there will 
be speciality paediatric doctor posts.

Rotational opportunities will allow staff to 

gain transferable skills working across all 
paediatric areas. Lizzie said: “They will also 
take pride working within the new  
environment and have a voice in how the 
service develops. The new unit has been  
purpose-built to involve and engage those 
who use it so it meets their needs.” 

She added: “Patients will have an enhanced 
patient journey, seeing the right clinicians 
at the right time. They will benefit from a 
dedicated paediatric environment, and also 
a dedicated Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services (CAMHS) room with service 
user input into design and interior.”

The Covid-19 pandemic presented 
Barnsley Hospital staff with the greatest 
challenges of their professional lives.

Over the past months, they have been  
working round the clock to care for the sick 
and vulnerable. Here we turn the spotlight on 
just a few of their fantastic efforts.

Retired gastroenterologist Dr David Bullimore 
came back from retirement and reinstated 
his GMC registration for the sole purpose of 
helping the Gastroenterology team deal with 
the backlog of work they had due to Covid. 

Dr Bullimore offered his service for free and 
his great effort had a massive impact on the 
team, ensuring all new referrals were seen in a 
timely manner.

Stephanie Banes, a Sister in Ophthalmology, 

was praised by her colleagues as ‘supportive 
and motivational.’ Over the last few months, 
Stephanie bought gifts for her team and  
offered inspirational quotes to ensure the 
team kept up good morale. Her colleagues 
said: “She treats each patient how she would 
like to be treated herself and cares deeply.”

Gill Wadsworth, Head and Neck Practitioner, 
has been recognised as someone who has 
worked tirelessly to provide an excellent  
service. Gill prioritised the safety of her  
tracheostomy patients by ensuring they didn’t 
have to come into hospital for their  
treatments and instead were visited by  
community staff. One of her patients even 
presented her with a medal for being a hero!

The Care of the Elderly ward was also  
recognised by a member of staff who was 

redeployed to the ward. She said: “They all 
work extremely hard and welcomed me into 
the team. They all looked after me.”

Our staff at the hospital have ensured it  
continues to cope with the additional  
pressures and we know many of them now 
feel tired. Yet they rise above it and continue 
to provide care for the people of Barnsley.

To say thank you, the Trust has given all staff 
an extra day’s annual leave as well as a ‘thank 
you pack’ full of goodies.

The Trust also sends out its thanks to the  
families and loved ones of all staff. It  
appreciates their home life may have changed 
and that families may not have seen much of 
their loved ones as they work so hard in the 
NHS and for health care. 

Hospital staff’s heroic Covid work

Five articulated trucks full of building  
insulation have been installed so far. Lined up 
head to tail this would be around 90m - about 
the same length as Big Ben if the giant clock 
tower was laid on its side.

Pipework measuring 620 meters has been laid 
– this would be taller than the CN Tower in
Canada if all the pipes were joined vertically
end to end.

Dr David Bullimore
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Breathe easier
this winter
As we head into winter, people are  
feeling anxious about flu and colds as 
well as Covid-19. 

Here, local medical professionals offer advice 
for those with respiratory infections.

Quitting smoking and getting your flu jab are 
top of the list. 

If you smoke, you generally have an increased 
risk of contracting a respiratory infection 
and of more severe symptoms once infected. 
Covid-19 symptoms may therefore be more 
severe if you smoke.

Stopping smoking will bring immediate  
benefits to your health. This is particularly 
important for both you and for our NHS at a 
time of intense pressure on the health  
service.

Barnsley Hospital has its own dedicated QUIT 
service to help patients and staff to quit  
smoking.

Anyone else wanting to stop smoking can 
contact the community stop smoking service 
on 0800 612 0011 (free from landlines) or 0330 
660 1166 (free from most mobiles) or visit 
https://yorkshiresmokefree.nhs.uk/ 

Health professionals are also promoting how 
important the annual flu vaccine is this year 
in protecting vulnerable people in the  
Barnsley district and how it will help reduce 
pressures on health and social care systems 
this winter.

There is an extended programme this year 
with over 30 million people being eligible for 

a free vaccination. Please ask your GP surgery 
or pharmacy if you are entitled to a free flu 
vaccine or visit https://www.nhs.uk/ 
conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenza- 
vaccine/ to find out all the information about 
the immunisation programme.

Increasing the amount of physical activity you 
do will also benefit your health.

Exercise helps to reduce the sensation of 
breathlessness and improves your ability to 
do daily tasks such as walking upstairs. It can 
also help you manage your weight and  
improve sleep quality. All these things will 
help you to remain healthy this winter.

If you have a confirmed cardiac or  
respiratory condition you can seek a  referral 
from your GP or practice nurse to access the 
local cardiac or pulmonary rehabilitation 
service.

This service offers supervised exercise and 
education sessions to individuals with  
cardiac/respiratory conditions and is  
delivered from Penistone, Thurnscoe, 
Hoyland and Royston. For more information 
visit https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.
uk/services/cardiac-pulmonary- 
rehabilitation-service/ or call 01226 645430.

n The information in this article was  
provided by Terri Hazelgrave, Barnsley  
Hospital’s Lead Respiratory Nurse for 
BREATHE, Kaye Mann, Healthy Lives  
Programme Manager, and Rachel Clayton, 
Clinical Lead Physiotherapist for Community 
Cardiac and Pulmonary Rehabilitation.

The Digital Midwife is a new and pivotal 
role in maternity at Barnsley  
Hospital. Here, Senior Midwife Vicki 
Carlisle explains more about the job – 
and how it has proved essential during 
the Covid pandemic. 

“My role is the interface between clinical 
maternity and technical IT. I don’t have an IT 
background, I am a Midwife with an interest 
and passion for making sure the IT we have 
is suitable for the maternity service and our 
women. 

“In my role I am responsible for ensuring 
maternity is following the national agenda 
outlined by ‘Better Births’ and the long-term 
plan. It’s about developing a ‘paper-light’ if 
not paperless maternity service.

“I also need to ensure that the data in our 
systems in relation to all aspects of maternity 
care is accurate and a reflection of the service 
we provide. I am responsible too for our new 
service the ‘Barnsley Hospital E-Midwife’ on 
Facebook.

“I am first and foremost a midwife and I am 
passionate about midwifery and my current 
role and ensuring the IT we have is suitable 
for us to carry out our clinical duties, the  
processes we have in place around IT are  
suitable, and our women have all the  
information they need. As a maternity service, 
we must remain current in the digital, social 
media savvy world we currently live in.   

“Barnsley Hospital E-Midwife has been  
essential during the current pandemic. The 

service has enabled us as a maternity service 
to keep our women up to date with current 
national guidance, what to do during the 
pandemic, and health and wellbeing issues 
throughout their pregnancy.     

“I am sure a lot of my colleagues think I just 
deal with IT – printers and computers not 
working! However, a lot of the work I do goes 
unseen, but is evident in the end result.

“There is a lot happening in maternity and 
becoming digitally mature is part of this 
journey. We are currently in the process of 
implementing an electronic hand-held record 
for women. This will remove the green paper 
records they are all familiar with and allow 
them to access their records via an app on 
their smart devices.”

Meet our Digital Midwife

Stopping smoking is one of the best 
things you’ll ever do for your health, and 
in the Covid pandemic, it’s more  
important than ever.

If you smoke, you generally have an increased 
risk of respiratory infection and of more severe 
symptoms once infected.

People across Barnsley have signed up for 
Stoptober – the 28-day stop smoking  
challenge. Carol Yoxall who works as a  
domestic at Barnsley Hospital took the plunge 
earlier and quit on January 19 this year. 

Carol, 51, of Athersley in Barnsley, had smoked 
since she was 16. “It just became a habit and 
I ended up smoking about 15-20 cigarettes a 
day – more on a bad day. When Covid started I 
moved from my usual job on the hospital day 
case unit and on to the wards and I thought 
‘now really is the time to stop’ knowing that 
patients were in hospital with Covid.”

Carol signed up to the Yorkshire Smokefree 
12-week stop smoking programme and started 
using nicotine patches to break her habit. She 
said: “I’d tried to give up a few times but would 
only last a couple of weeks. This time was  

different. When I had a craving I just thought 
‘no, I’m not going to have one’. I became 
aware of how disgusting cigarette smoke 
smelled on other people. No amount of  
chewing gum, mints or perfume covers it up.”

She took up vaping and chose fruity and 
blackcurrant flavour vaping liquids instead of 
nicotine flavours to help her break the  
association with cigarettes. “Since then I 
haven’t touched a cigarette and not really had 
the urge for one although I got close when we 
were in lockdown. My husband hasn’t smoked 
for 30 years so thinks it’s great that I’ve quit as 
do my son and daughter. My brother has just 
started vaping and my niece also thinks it’s 
great that I’ve quit. For me, my sense of taste 
has really improved and I feel and look better.”

Carol has also saved lots of money by not  
buying cigarettes. “I like gardening and I like 
going to buy little garden ornaments with the 
extra money. That’s brought us a lot of  
pleasure.”

Carol’s determination to stay smoke-free has 
endured, even in the face of hardship and loss. 
Her sister-in-law sadly passed away  

recently and she has ongoing pain from an 
injury where she fractured her foot. She said: 
“I can’t exercise much because of my foot but 
I have still not had a cigarette. I really would 
advise everyone to quit smoking and young 
people should never start – it doesn’t make 
you look cool and you will get hooked. And 
however bad a day you have, smoking will not 
help.”

n  Stopping smoking will bring immediate 
benefits to your health, including if you have 
an existing smoking-related disease. This is 
particularly important for both you and for 
our NHS at a time of intense pressure on the 
health service.

n  When you stop smoking, you give your 
lungs the chance to repair and you’ll be able 
to breathe more easily. There are lots of other 
benefits too - and they start almost  
immediately.

For more information on stopping, contact 
Yorkshire Smokefree Barnsley: 0800 612 0011 
(free from landlines) or 0330 660 1166 (free 
from most landlines) and their Facebook page 
Yorkshire Smokefree.

Quit smoking for your health

Colds, flu and Covid-19 are caused by 
different viruses but can have similar  
symptoms.

It can be hard to judge which one you may 
have.

Most people who feel ill with coronavirus 
will have at least one of the key symptoms:

n  a high temperature

n  a new, continuous cough 

n  a loss or change to their sense of smell or 
taste

A high temperature is 37.8C or above. A 
fever like this can happen when the body is 
fighting off any infection – not just  
coronavirus. 

It is best to use a thermometer to take a 
measure. But if you don’t have one, check 
if you, or the person you are worried about, 
feels hot to the touch on the chest or back. 

Although fever is a key coronavirus  
symptom, it could be flu or a different 
infection. 

A high temperature is unlikely with a cold. 

If you have a fever, arrange a coronavirus 
test - you can use the NHS 111 coronavirus 
service online.

If you have a cold or flu you may well have a 
cough, along with other symptoms. 

Flu usually comes on suddenly and sufferers 
will often experience muscle aches, chills, 
headaches, tiredness, a sore throat and a 
runny or stuffed nose, along with the cough. 
It feels worse than a heavy cold.

Colds tend to develop more gradually and 
are less severe, although they do still make 
you feel unwell. Along with a cough, there 
may be sneezing and a sore throat and 
runny nose. Fever, chills, muscle aches and 
headaches are rare.

A coronavirus cough means coughing a lot 
for more than an hour, or three or more 
coughing fits or ‘episodes’ in 24 hours. 

If you usually have a cough because of a 
long-standing medical condition like COPD, 
it may be worse than usual. 

You should get tested for coronavirus if you 
develop a new, continuous cough. 

Remember Hands. Face. Space to help stop 
the spread of coronavirus and other  
illnesses:

n  Wash your hands regularly

n  Use a face covering when social 
distancing is not possible

n  Try to keep your distance from those not 
in your household

More people in England are being offered 
a free flu jab this year too in the run-up to 
winter. 

Is it coronavirus, a cold or flu?

Carol Yoxall

Vicki Carlisle
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For regular news updates,

https://www.facebook.com/ 

BarnsleyHospitalCharity

https://twitter.com/BHNFTCharity

Superstar volunteers sew thousands 
of face-coverings 

The Barnsley Superstars project saw over 
100 volunteers dedicating their time to 
creating face masks for the borough. 
The team worked with Barnsley CVS 
and people in the community to support 
the project, to ensure that residents had 
access to face coverings in order to keep 
their communities safe.

An impressive 13,726 face coverings have been 
made and distributed to date with over 2,700 
volunteer hours contributed so far.

The most impressive part – they have raised 
over £3,200 for Barnsley Hospital Charity in the 
process!

The project encompassed the community and 
brought everyone together to use their skills 
and help out.

Claire Dawson, one of the co-ordinators of the 
scheme, and also the Dearne Area  

Council manager, said: “The sewing team 
were all recruited from a simple post on social 
media to assist in the making of face coverings 
for their local community a week or two before 
they became compulsory in shops and closed 
spaces.  

  “Some of those taking part at the time were 
shielding, and said this project gave them 
something to do – they felt they were no longer 
isolated but had a purpose and were giving 
back to the local community.

The coverings have gone out to local schools, 
members, businesses, GP practices, local 
groups, commissioned services, Barnsley  
Hospital and residents from all over the  
borough.  

Thank you from us at Barnsley Hospital  
Charity for your continued commitment 
during the Covid-19 Pandemic.

Join our Christmas Wishlist to donate gifts 
Every year at Christmas, Barnsley  
Hospital receives lots of gifts for our 
patients and staff – and we are keen to 
continue this lovely tradition this year.

In current times, this is a little harder than 
usual as we will unfortunately not be able 
to allow visitors on site to drop off gifts and 
selection boxes because of Covid-19 infection 
prevention rules.

We have created an Amazon wishlist for 
supporters who wish to purchase gifts for our 
patients this year. The wishlist can be found at 
www.barnsleyhospitalcharity.co.uk or via the 
charity Facebook page.

Hospital charity face coverings

Barnsley Hospital Charity would 
like to express thanks to all its  
fantastic supporters for their  
continued support and donations 
throughout this challenging time. 
There have been some amazing 
donations both to the charity and 
through NHS Charities Together, 
which has provided vital support 
and is enabling us to fund some 
very exciting projects you’ll be 
hearing more about in the future.

The hospital has seen record amounts of 
gifts and goodies bought and donated for 
staff and these have provided a real  
pick-me-up in times of need. They’ve 
helped to make difficult days a little 
easier! 

A HUGE thank you from everyone at 
Barnsley Hospital to all of you, our  
incredible community. Please continue 
to take care and stay safe.

To our 
incredible 
Barnsley 
community – 
thank you!

With the need to wear face 
coverings increasing, we 
wanted to let you know 
that our charity face  
coverings are now  
available to purchase.

The coverings are £5 each and 
come in a choice of two  

designs. 100% of the cost  
benefits Barnsley Hospital 
Charity.

If you would like to order one, 
please send us an inbox on 
Facebook @Barnsley  
Hospital Charity or give us a 
call on 01226 431650. We will 
post these out to you.




